	ПОВЕСТЬ О ЮЛИАНИИ ЛАЗАРЕВСКОЙ 

МЕСЯЦА ГЕНВАРЯ ВО 2-Й ДЕНЬ УСПЕНИЕ СВЯТЫЕ ПРЕПОДОБНЫЯ УЛЬЯНЕИ, МУРОМСКИЯ ЧЮДОТВОРИЦЫ

 Во дни благовернаго царя и великаго князя Иоанна Васильевича всея Русии, от его царьскаго двора, бе муж благоверен и нищелюбив, именем Иустин, пореклом Недюрев, саном ключник, имея жену такову же боголюбиву и нищелюбиву, именем Стефаниду, Григориеву дщерь Лукина от града Мурома. И живяста во всяком благоверии и чистоте, и имяста сыны и дщери, и много богатств, и раб множество; от нею же родися сия блаженная Улияния. 
Бывши же ей шести лет, и умре мати ея, и поят ю в пределы муромские баба ея, матери ея мать, вдова Анастасия Никифорова дщи Дубенскаго, и воспитающе во всяком благоверии и чистоте шесть же лет. И умре баба ея, и по заповеди ея, поят ю к себе тетка ея Наталия, Путилова жена Арапова. Сия же блаженная Улияния от младых ногтей бога возлюбя и пречистую его матерь, помногу чтяше тетку свою и дщери ея, и имея во всем послушание и смирение, и молитве и посту прилежаше, и того ради от тетки много сварима бе, а от дщерей ея посмехаема. И глаголаху ей: "О безумная! что в толицей младости плоть свою изнуряеши и красоту девственую погубиши". И нуждаху ю рано ясти и пити; она же не вдаяшеся воли их, но все со благодарением приимаше и с молчанием отхождаше, послушание имея ко всякому человеку, бе бо из млада кротка и молчалива, не буява, не величава, и от смеха и всякия игры отгребашеся. Аще и многажды на игры и на песни пустошные от сверстниц нудима бе, она же не приставаше к совету их, недоумение на ся возлагая и тем потаити хотя своя добродетели; точию в прядивном и в пяличном деле прилежание велие имяше, и не угасаше свеща ея вся нощи; а иже сироты и вдовы немощныя в веси той бяху, и всех обшиваше, и всех нужных и болных всяцем добром назираше, яко всем дивитися разуму ея и благоверию.

 И вселися в ню страх божий. Не бе бо в веси той церкви близ, но яко два поприща; и не лучися ей в девичестем возрасте в церковь приходити, не слышати словес божиих почитаемых, ни учителя учаща на спасение николиже, но смыслом бо господним наставляема нраву добродетелному. 
Егда же достиже шестаго на десять лета, вдана бысть мужу добродетелну и богату, именем Георгию, прореклом Осорьину, и венчани быша от сущаго ту попа, Потапия именем, в церкви праведнаго Лазаря, в селе мужа ея. Сей поучи их по правилом святым закону божию; она же послуша учения и наказания внятно и делом исполняше. Еще бо свекру и свекрови ея в животе сущим, иже видевше ю возрастом и всею добротою исполнену и разумну, и повелеста ей все домовное строение правити. Она же со смирением послушание имяше к ним, ни в чем не ослушася, ни вопреки глагола, но почиташе я и вся повеленная ими непреткновенно совершаше, яко всем дивитися о ней. И многим искушающим ю в речах и во ответах, она же ко всякому вопросу благочинен и смыслен ответ даяше; и все дивляхуся разуму ея и славяху бога. По вся же вечеры доволно богу моляшеся и коленопреклонения по сту и множае, и вставая рано по вся утра, такоже творяше и с мужем своим. 
Егда же мужу ея на царьских службах бывающу лето или два, иногда же по три лета во Астарахани, она же в та времена по вся нощи без сна пребываше, в молбах, и в рукоделии, в прядиве, и в пяличном деле. И то продав, нищим цену даяше и на церковное строение, многу же милостыню отай творяше в нощи, в день же домовное строение правяше; вдовами и сироты, аки истовая мать, печашеся, своима рукама омывая и кормя и напаяа; рабы же и рабыни удовляше пищею и одеждою, и дело по силе полагаше, и никого простым именем назваша, и не требоваше воды ей на омовение рук подающаго, ни сапог разрешающаго, но все сама собою творяше, а неразумныя рабы и рабыни смирением и кротостию наказуя и исправляше и на ся вину возлагаше и никого не оклеветаше, но всю надежду на бога и на пречистую богородицу возлагаше и великаго чюдотворца Николу на помощь призываше, от него же помощь приимаше.

 Во едину же нощь, востав по обычаю на молитву, без мужа, беси же страх и ужас велик напущаху ей, она же, млада еще и неискусна, тому убояся и ляже на постели и усну крепко. И виде многи бесы, пришедшие на ню со оружием, хотяще ю убити, рекуще: "Аще не престанешь от таковаго начинания, абие погубим тя". Она же помолися богу и пречистой богородице и святому Николе чюдотворцу. И явися ей святый Никола, держа книгу велику, и разгна бесы, яко дым бо исчезоша, и воздвиг десницу свою, благослови ю, 

глаголя: "Дщи моя, мужайся и крепися, и не бойся бесовскаго прещения! Христос бо мне повеле тебе соблюдати от бесов и злых человек!" Она же абие от сна возбнув, увиде яве мужа свята из храмины дверми изшедша скоро, аки молнию; и востав скоро, иде во след его, и абие невидим бысть, но и притвор храмины тоя крепко заперт бяше; она же оттоле извещение приимши, возрадовася, славя бога, и паче перваго добрых дел прилежаше.

 По мале же божию гневу Русскую землю постигшу за грехи нашы, гладу велику зело бывшу, и мнози от глада того помираху; она же многу милостыню отай творяше, взимаше пищу у свекрови на утренее и на полденное ядение, и все нищим гладным даяше. Свекры же глагола ей: "Како ты свой нрав премени? Егда бе хлебу изобилие, тогда не могох тя к раннему и полуденному ядению принудити, а ныне, егда оскудение пищи, и ты раннее и полдневное ядение взимаешь!" Она же, хотя утаитися, отвеща ей: "Егда не родих детей, не хотяше ми ся ясти, и егда начах дети родити, обезсилех и не могу наястися. Не точию в день, но и нощию множецею хощет ми ся ясти, но страмляюся у тебе просити". Свекры же, се слышав, рада бысть и посылаше ей пищу доволну не точию в день, но и в нощь; бе бо у них в дому всего обилно, хлеба и всех потреб. Она же от свекрови пищу приимая, сама не ядяше, гладным все раздаяше; и егда кто умираше, она же наимаше омывати и погребалное даяше и на погребение сребреники даяше, и егда в селе их погребахут мертвых кого ни буди, о всяком моляся о отпущении грех.

По мале же мор бысть на люди силен, и мнози умираху пострелом, и оттого мнози в домех запирахуся и уязвенных пострелом в дом не пущаху, и ризам не прикасахуся; она же, отай свекра и свекрови язвенных многих своима рукама в бани омывая, целяше и о исцелении бога моляше, и аще кто умираше, она же многи сироты своима рукама омываше и погребалная возлагаше, погребати наймая и сорокоуст даяше. 

Свекру же и свекрови ея в глубоцей старости во иноцех умершим, она же погребе их честно: многу милостыню и сорокоусты по них разда и повеле служити по них литоргию, и трапезы в дому своем попом, мнихом и нищим поставляше во всю 40-цу по вся дни, и в темницы милостыню посылаше. Мужу бо ея в то время на службе во Астрахани три лета и боле бывшу, она же по них много имения в милостыню истроши, не точию в ты дни, но и во вся лета творя память умершим. 

И тако пожив с мужем лета доволна во мнозе добродетели и чистоте по закону божию, и роди сыны и дщери. Ненавидяй же добра враг тщащеся спону ей сотворити: часты брани воздвизаше в детех и рабех; она же вся, смысленно и разумно разсуждая, смиряше; враг же наусти раба их и уби сына их старейшаго, потом и другаго сына на службе убиша; она же вмале аще и оскорбися, но о душах их, а не о смерти, но почти их пением, и молитвою, и милостынею. 
Потом моли мужа отпустити ю в монастырь; и не отпусти, но совещастася вкупе жити, а плотнаго совокупления не имети. И устрои ему обычную постелю, сама же с вечера по мнозе молитве возлагаше на пещи без постели, точию дрова острыми странами к телу подстилаше и ключи железны под ребра своя подлагаше и на тех мало сна приимаше, дондеже рабы ея усыпаху, и потом вставаше на молитву во всю нощь и до света, и потом в церковь вхожаше к заутрени и к литоргии, и потом ручному делу прилежаше, и дом свой богоугодно строяше, рабы своя доволно пищею и одеянием удовляше и дело комуждо по силе задаваше, вдовами и сироты печашеся и бедным ко всем помагаше. 
И пожив с мужем 10 лет по разлучении плотьне, и мужу ея преставлшуся, она же погребо и честно, и почти пением, и молитвами, и сорокоусты, и милостынею, и паче мирская отверже, и печашеся о душе, как угодити богу, ревнуя прежним святым женам, моляся богу и постяся и милостыню безмерну творя, яко многажды не остати у нея ни единой сребреницы, и займая даяше нищим милостыню, и в церковь во вся дни хождааше к пению. Егда же прихождаше зима, взимаше у детей своих сребреники, чим устроити теплую одежду, и то раздая нищим, сама же без теплыя одежды в зиму хождаше, в сапоги же босыма ногама обувашеся, точию под нозе свои ореховы скорлупы и чрепие острое вместо стелек подкладаше и тело томяше.

Во одино же время зима бе студена зело, яко земли разседатися от мраза; она же неколико время к церкви не хождаше, но в дому моляшеся богу. Во едино же время зело рано попу церкви тоя пришедшу единому в церковь, и бысть ему глас от иконы богородичны: "Шед, рцы милостивой Ульянеи, что в церковь не ходит на молитву? И домовная ея молитва богоприятна, но не яко церковная; вы же почитайте ю, уже бо она не меньши 60 лет, и дух святый на ней почивает!" Поп же в велицем ужасе быв, абие прииде к ней, пад при ногу ея, прося прощения, и сказа ей видение. Она же тяжко вся то внят, еже он поведа пред многими, и рече: "Соблазнился еси, егда о себе глаголеши; кто есьм аз грешница, да буду достойна сего нарицания!" И закля его не поведати никому, сама же иде в церковь и с теплыми слезами молебная совершив, целова икону богородицыну.

И оттоле боле подвизася к богу, ходя к церкви, по вся вечеры моляшеся богу во отходной храмине; бе же ту икона владыцына и святаго Николы. Во един же вечер вниде в ню по обычаю на молитву, и абие быеть храмина полна бесов со всяким оужием, хотяху убити ю. Она же помолися богу со слезами; и явися ей святый Никола, имея палицу, и прогна их от нея, яко дым исчезоша; единаго же беса поймав, мучаше; святую же благослови крестом и абие невидим бысть. Бес же плача, вопияше: "Аз ти многу спону творих по вся дни: воздвизах брань в детех и в рабех, к самой же не смеях приближитися ради милостыни, и смирения, и молитвы". Она бо беспрестани, в руках имея четки, глаголя Иисусову молитву; аще ядяше и пияше, ли что делая, непрестанно молитву глаголагае; егда бо и почиваше, уста ея движастася и утроба ея подвизастася на славословие божие; многажды видехом ю спящу, а рука ея четки отдвигаше. Бес же бежа от нея, вопияше: "Многу беду ныне приях тебе ради, но сотворю ти спону на старость: начнеши гладом измирати, ниже чюжих кормити". Она же знаменася крестом, и исчезе бес от нея; она же к нам прииде ужасна велми и лицем пременися; мы же видехом ю смущену, вопрошахом, и не поведа ничто же. Не помнозе же сказа нам тайно и заповеда не рещи никому же.

И пожив во вдовстве 9 лет, многу добродетель показа ко всем, и много имения в милостыню разда, точию нужные потребы домовные оставляше, и пищу точию год от года расчиташе, а избыток вся требующим растачаше. И продолжися живот ея до царя Бориса. В то же время бысть глад крепок во всей Русстей земли, яко многим от нужды скверных мяс и человеческих плотей вкушати, и множество человек неизчетно гладом изомроша. В дому же ея велика скудость пищи бысть и всех потребных, яко отнюдь не прорасте из земли всееное жито ея, кони же и скоты изомроша; она же моляше дети и рабы своя, еже отнюдь ничему чужу и татьбе не коснутися, но елико оставшься скоты, и ризы, и сосуды, вся распрода на жито, и от того челядь кормяше, и милостыню доволну даяше, и в нищете обычныя милостыни не остася, и ни единого от просящих не отпусти тща, дойде же в последнюю нищету, яко ни единому зерну остатися в дому ея, и о том не смятеся, но все упование на бога возложи.

В то бо лето преселися во ино село в пределы нижеградцкия, и не бе ту церкви, но яко два поприща: она же, старостию и нищетою одержима, не хождаше к церкви, но в дому моляшеся и о том немалу печаль имяше, но поминая святаго Корнилия, яко не вреди его и домовная молитва, и иных святых. Велице же скудости умножынися в дому ея, она же распусти рабы на волю, да не изнурятся гладом, от них же доброразсуднии обещахуся с нею терпети, а инии отъидоша, она же со благословением и молитвою отпусти я, не держа гнева ни мало, и повеле оставшим рабом собирати лебеду и кору древяную, и в том хлеб сотворив, и от того сама с детьми и рабы питашеся, и молитвою ея бысть хлеб сладок. От того же нищим даяше, и никого нища тща не отпусти; в то время без числа нищих бе. Соседи же ея глаголаху нищим: "Что ради в Улиянии дом ходите? Она бо и сама гладом измирает!" Они же поведша им: "Многи села обходихом и чист хлеб вземлем, а тако в сладость не ядохом, яко сладок хлеб вдовы сея". Мнози об имени ея не ведаху. Соседи же, изобилны хлебом, посылаху в дом ея просити хлеба, искушающе ю и такоже свидетельствующа, яко велми хлеб ея сладок. И дивяся, глаголаху к себе: "Горазди раби ея печь хлебов", и ни разумеюще, яко молитвою ея хлеб сладок. Потерпе же в той нищете два лета, не опечалися, ни смутися, ни поропта, и не согреши ни во устах своих, и не даст безумия богу, и не изнеможе нищетою, но паче первых лет весела бе.

Егда же приближися честное ея преставление, и разболеся декабря в 26-й день, и лежа 6 дней: в день лежа моляшеся, а в нощи воставая моляшеся богу особь стояше, никим поддержима, глаголаше бо: "И от болнего бог истязует молитвы духовныя". Генваря во 2-й день, свитающу дню, призва отца духовнаго, и причастися святых таин; и сед, призва дети и рабы своя, и поучив их о любви, и о молитве, и о милостыни, и о прочих добродетелях, прирече же и се: "Желанием возжелах ангельскаго образа иноческаго, не сподобихся грех моих ради и нищеты, понеже недостойна бых - грешница сый и убогая, богу тако извольшу, слава праведному суду его". И повеле уготовити кадило и фимиям положити, и целова вся сущая ту, и всем мир и прощение даст, возлеже, и прекрестися трижды, обвив чотки около руки своея, последнее слово рече: "Слава богу всех ради! В руце твои, господи, предаю дух мой, аминь!" И предаст душу свою в руце божии, его же возлюби, и вси видеша около главы ея круг злат, якоже на иконах около глав святых пишется. И омывше, положыне ю в клете, и в ту нощь видеша свет и свеща горяща, и благоухание велие повеваше ис клети тоя. И вложьше ю во гроб дубовый, везоша в пределы Муромския, и погребше у церкви праведнаго Лазаря подле мужа ея в селе Лазареве за четыре версты от града, в лета 7112 генваря в 10 день.

Потом над нею поставиша церковь теплую во имя архистратига Михаила; над гробом ея лучися пещи быти, земля же возрасташе над нею по вся лета. И бысть в лето 7123 августа в 8 день преставися сын ея Георгий, и начаша в церкви копати ему могилу, в притворе между церковию и пещию, бе бо притвор той без моста, и обретше гроб ея наверху земли цел, неврежден ничем, и недоумеваху, чий есть, яко от многих лет не бе ту погребаемаго. Того же месяца в 10 день погребше сына ея Георгия подле гроба ея и поидоша в дом его, еже учредити погребателей. Жены же, бывшыя на погребении, открыша гроб и видеша полн мира благовонна, и в той час от ужасти не поведаша ничтоже; по отшествии же гостей сказаша бывшая. Мы же, слышав, удивихомся, и открывши гроб, видехом так, яко же жены реша от ужасти, начерпахом мал сосудец мира того, и отвезохом во град Муром в соборную церковь. И бе видети в день миро, аки квас свекольный, в нощи же сгустевашеся, аки масло багряновидно. Телеси же ея до коньца от ужасти не смеяхом досмотрети, точию видехом нозе ея и бедры целы суща, главы же ея не видехом, того деля, понеже на коньце гроба бревно пещьное лежаше, от гроба же под пещь бяше скважня
, ею же гроб той ис под пещья идяше на восток с сажень дондеже пришед ста у стены церковныя. В ту же нощь мнози слышаху у церкви тоя звон и мнеша пожар, и прибегше, не видеша ничто же, точию благоухание исхождаше, и мнози слышаху и прихождаху, и мазахуся миром тем и облегчение от различных недуг приимаху. Егда же миро то раздано бысть, нача подле гроба исходити перьсть
, аки песок, и приходят болящии различными недуги, и обтираются песком тем, и облегчение приемлют и до сего дня. Мы же сего не смеяхом писати, яко не бе свидетельства.


	THE TALE OF ULIANIA LAZAREVSKAIA



ON THE SECOND DAY OF JANUARY BEING THE DAY OF THE DEATH OF THE HOLY AND RIGHTEOUS ULIANIA, MIRACLE-WORKER
 OF MUROM. 


In the days of the God-loving Tsar and grand prince Ivan Vasil'evich
 of all Russia, there was a man who was God-loving and kind to beggars at his Tsar's court. His name was Justin, his surname
 Nediurev, who was a cellarer by office,
 who had a wife who was equally God-loving and kind to the poor, by name of Stefanida, the daughter of Grigorii Lukin, of the city of Murom. And they lived in love of God and purity, and they had sons and daughters and much wealth, and many servants.
 From them the blessed Uliania was born. 


When she was six years old her mother died and the mother of her mother, the widow Anastasia, took her into her family in Murom land. She was the daughter of Nikifor Dubenskii, and she brought up Uliania in all love of God and purity for six years. And when her grandmother died, her aunt Natalia, wife of Putilo Arapov, took her in as her grandmother had requested in her will. This blessed Uliania, having fallen in love with God from early youth
 and his all-pure mother, greatly honoured her aunt and her aunt's daughters, and obeyed in humility everything and was attentive to prayer and fasting. And for this reason she was much insulted by her aunt and her aunt's daughters laughed at her. And they said to her: "Oh mad one! Why do you punish your flesh when so young. You will kill your virginal beauty." And they forced her to eat and drink early in the morning. But she did not give way to their will, but accepted everything with thanks and then went away in silence: for she obeyed everybody. For since her youth she was obedient and silent, she did not try and stand above others nor did she act in any superior way, but refused to take part in laughter and games. Though she was frequently forced by her coevals to take part in vain games and songs, she did not listen to their counsel and pretending not to know how to do such things she tried to hide her virtue and love of God. Instead she was very attentive to weaving and lace making and her candle never went out all night. And all the orphans and sick widows of her village received from her clothing and with goodness she attended all who were in need and illness and everyone was amazed at her wisdom and love of God, for the fear of God was within her. There was no church near that village, the nearest one being two поприще
 away, and thus she did not have the chance in her girlish youth to go to church nor hear the words of God read and worshipped nor did she hear a teacher teaching how to be saved; but by her blessed sense she was taught God-loving behaviour. 

When she reached sixteen years old she was given in marriage to a man who was God-loving and rich, by the name of Georgii, by the surname Osor'in, and they were married by the priest who was there by the name of Potapii
 in the Church of the Righteous Lazarus
 in her husband's village.
 This priest taught them the scriptures as the whole holy laws require; and she listened to the teaching and instruction carefully and carried it out in deed. Her father and mother-in-law were still alive; and they saw that she was full of goodness and good in body and wise, and they passed on to her the supervision of all household affairs. And she in humility obeyed them and listened to everything they told her, and did not argue against anything, but honoured them and carried out everything that they told her without any objections so that all were amazed at her. And many tested her in speech and in questions, but she gave a goodly and sensible answer to all; and all were amazed at her wisdom and blessed God. And all evenings she prayed to God a great deal and fell on her knees a hundred times or more, and getting up early she did this every morning with her husband as well. 

When her husband had to spend the summer or even two and sometimes even three summers in the service of the Tsar in Astrakhan
 she spent that time all night without sleep in prayer, in handiwork, weaving and making lace. And when she sold these she gave the money she had made to the poor as well as for the building of churches. And she did much charity secretly at night and in the daytime she looked after the household affairs. She looked after widows and orphans like a real mother. With their hands she washed them and fed them and gave them drink. And she gave food and clothing to her male and female servants, and gave them work commensurate with their strength, and never called anyone by their first name, and did not demand that they should bring her water to wash her hands, nor did she ask them to take off her boots, but did everything herself. And those of her servants who were unwise she punished with humility and obedience and corrected them thus and took the blame on herself; she did not gossip against anybody. Instead she put all her hope in God and the Holy Virgin and she called upon the great miracle-worker Nicholas
 to aid her and she took help from him. 

One night she got up as usual to pray because she was alone without her husband. The demons started throwing great fear and terror at her. She who was then still young and inexperienced felt fear and lay down to go to sleep on her bed and fell sound asleep. And she saw many devils who came against her with weapons wanting to kill her, saying "If you do not stop what you are doing, now, we will kill you!". But she prayed to God and the pure mother of God and the holy Nicholas the miracle worker. And she saw a vision of St. Nicholas holding a great book and he banished the devils who disappeared like smoke. And he raised his right hand and blessed her: "My daughter be strong and manly and do not fear the wiles of the devil: for Christ has ordered me to preserve you from the devils and evil men!" And she having woken from her dream saw the holy man clearly as he walked fast from the church through the doors like lightning. And she got up quickly and followed him. And he was no longer visible but also the doors of the church were closed shut firm. And from then on having received her vision she was happy and blessed God and was even more assiduous in doing good works than before. 

After a short while the anger of God fell upon the Russian land for our sins; there was terrible hunger and many died of famine.
 And she secretly performed much charity, having taken food from her in-laws for breakfast and lunch and then giving it all to hungry beggars. And her in-laws said to her: "How you have changed! When there was a surfeit of food we could not force you to partake of morning or midday repasts; but now that food is short you take both morning and midday food." But she, wanting to keep everything secret, answered "When I had no children I did not want to eat, but once I started giving birth to children I became weak and I cannot eat enough. Not just in the daytime but at night I want to eat a great deal but I fear to ask." And when her mother-in-law heard this she was pleased and she sent her sufficient food not only in the daytime but also at night for everything in their house was in plenty, bread
 and all other necessities. And she took the food from her mother-in-law herself but she did not eat it and gave it all away to the hungry. And when someone died she washed many orphans
 and gave money for their burial, or hired someone to bury them and gave money for сорокоуст.
 

After a while there was terrible plague upon the land and many died of the plague, and therefore many locked themselves in their houses and wouldn't allow anyone touched by the plague into their houses nor would they touch their clothing. But she, secretly from her father and mother-in-law, washed many of those who were ill of the plague in the bathhouse and cured them and prayed for their recovery to God. And if anyone died she washed many of the orphans with her hands and she hired people who would bury them and have them commemorated. 

When her father and mother-in-law were of great age they died having taken monastic vows.
 And she buried them with many honours: and she gave away much charity and gifts for their commemoration and ordered a service to be officiated and in her house she gave food and rooms to monks and beggars throughout the forty days after their death and sent alms to prisoners. At that point her husband spent three years or more in Astrakhan serving [the Tsar] and she gave much property away as charity remembering the dead not only during the days immediately after their death but throughout the years thereafter. 

And thus she lived several years with her husband in much goodness and purity according to the laws of God and gave birth to sons and daughters.
 But the enemy of goodness
 hated this and tried to create obstacles for her, thus often creating disputes among her children and her servants. But she always brought peace with her wisdom and understanding, reconciling them. But the evil one seduced one of their servants who killed their eldest son. And then another son was killed in the service of the Tsar. And though she sorrowed, it was for their souls not because they had died. Instead she honoured them with singing and prayer and by alms-giving. 

Then she entreated her husband to let her go to a nunnery. But he did not let her go but they agreed they would continue living together but without any fleshly contact. And she as usual would make his bed but herself from the evening after much prayer she would lie on the stove
 without any bedding. Instead she put logs sharp side up under her body and iron keys under her ribs and thus she didn't sleep much but as soon as her servants fell asleep she would get up to pray all night till light. And then she would go to church for morning service and the liturgy, and then she would start the work of her hands and look after the arrangements of the household. She gave sufficient food and clothing to her servants and gave everyone work according to their capabilities, looking after widows and orphans and helping all the poor. 

And having lived ten years with her husband after their fleshly separation, her husband died and she buried him with honours and remembered him with singing and prayers and alms and charitable gifts. And then she renounced all the vanity of the world and worried about her soul and how to please God and she fasted and gave immense amount of charity so that quite frequently she had not a single silver coin left and she would have to borrow money in order to give charity and she went to church every day to sing. And when the winter came she took silver coins from her children in order to buy warm clothing which she then gave away to the poor. But she herself went without warm clothes in the winter putting bare feet into her boots, indeed putting in walnut shells and sharp bits of pots instead of lining the inside of her boots and thus she punished her body. 

And once the winter was very cold, so much so that the earth split from the frost; for a while she did not go to church but prayed to God from home. On one occasion the priest arrived very early into the church alone and he heard a voice from the icon of the Virgin: "Go and tell the charitable Uliania why does she not come to pray in church? Her prayer at home pleases God but not as much as prayer in church;
 and you should honour her for she is not less than sixty years old and the holy spirit is within her." And the priest was greatly affeared and he came to her [Uliania] and he fell at her feet asking her forgiveness and told her of his vision. And she heard him in sorrow for he spoke in front of many, and she said: "You are in error when you speak of this; I am sinful, so who am I that I should be worthy of such words". And she made him take an oath that he will not speak of this to anyone. And she went to church with warm tears she prayed, kissing the icon of the old pure mother of God. And since then she was ever more assiduous in her service of God, going to church. 

And from then on she served God ever more, every evening she prayed to God in a chapel for this is where the icon of the Mother of God
 and St. Nicholas was. And one evening she came in as usual for her prayer and the chapel was full of devils armed to the teeth who wanted to kill her. And she prayed to God with tears and the holy Nicholas appeared in front of her with a wooden stick and he got rid of them so that they disappeared like smoke. And he caught one devil and tortured him. And Nicholas blessed the holy woman with his cross and then became invisible. And the devil, crying, shrieked: "I have done much to hinder you all these days: I caused disputes between your children and your servants not having the courage to approach you yourself because of all your charity and humility and prayer". And she ceaselessly said the Jesus prayer
 holding a rosary in her hand.
 Whenever she ate or drank or did anything else she kept praying even when she was resting her mouth moved and her innards attended to the blessing of God: for I saw her often sleeping with her hand moving the rosary. And the devil fled from her shrieking: "I have now received much misery because of you but I will make trouble for you in your old age: you shall start dying of hunger and you won't be able to feed others". And she made the sign of the cross and the devil disappeared from her. And she came to us in great fear and with her face showing her fright. And we, seeing her worried, asked her questions, but she did not tell us anything. But after a while she told us in secret, and told us not to tell anyone. 

And she spent nine years as a widow and performed many good deeds for everyone and she gave away much of her property as charity, leaving only the very basic necessities at home. Having counted how much food was needed for every year, she gave away anything that was left over to those who had need, and thus she lived until Tsar Boris
  came to the throne. And at that point there was terrible famine throughout the Russian land,
 so bad that many had to eat polluted meat and even human flesh from need, and numberless people died of hunger. In Uliania’s house too there was great need of food and other things since none of the grain that was sown could grow out of the earth. And horses and the cattle died. And she prayed to her children and servants that they should not take anything that was other people's, and they should not steal, but asked that any cattle that was left over, or precious clothing and pots should all be sold for grain and this should be used to feed the servants and give charity. She did not stop giving charity and never let anyone who begged go with empty hands. Thus she became completely poor so that there was not a single grain left in her house, but she did not worry about it, instead putting all her trust in God. 

And that year she moved to another village in the land of Nizhnii Novgorod
 and there was no church here for two поприще. She being old and poor did not go to church but prayed at home. This made her very sad but she remembered the holy Cornelius
 who too was not harmed by prayer at home and also other great saints. And need was ever greater in her house. She gave freedom to those who worked for her so that they should not die of hunger.
 And those who were wise promised to suffer with her but others left and she let them go with blessing and prayer and did not feel any anger at them. And she ordered those who stayed with her to collect goose-foot
 and the bark of trees and from this she made bread and this she ate together with her children and her servants and because of her prayer this bread was sweet. And she gave some of it to the poor and never let anyone go with empty hands. For this was a time when the beggars were numberless. And her neighbours said to the beggars: "Why do you go to Uliania's house? She is dying of hunger herself!" But they said: "We have travelled to many villages and taken pure bread but we have never eaten bread so sweet as that of this widow". For many of them did not even know her name. And her neighbours who had plenty of bread sent to her house to ask for bread and they tasted it and it was very sweet. And they were amazed saying to themselves: "Her servants really know how to bake bread!". And they could not understand that it was prayer that made her bread sweet. And she spent two years in such poverty but she was not sad and never complained and never committed any sin in her mouth and never allowed herself to complain against God and she was not made sick by her poverty but was happier than even in her early years. 


And when the time of her honourable death came, she fell ill on the 26th day of December and lay for six days. In the day she lay praying, and at night rising she prayed to God, standing without being supported by anyone, for she said: " God demands prayer for the soul even from the sick". On the 2nd of January when dawn was breaking she called her spiritual father and took holy communion. And she sat down and called her children and her servants and instructed them about charity,
 prayer and the giving of alms and other good deeds. And she also said: "I have the desire for the angelic image of the nun,
 but this can not happen because I am sinful and unworthy - I am a poor sinner as God has ordained. Praise be to His righteous judgment". And she ordered that a censer should be prepared and incense be placed there. She kissed everyone who was present, and she gave myrrh and forgiveness to all. Then she lay down, crossed herself three times, wound a rosary round her hands and said her last word: "Glory to God for the sake of all. Into thine hands I commend my soul, O Lord, Amen". And she gave her soul into the hands of God whom she loved. And everyone saw around her head a golden circle just like the one that is painted around the heads of saints on icons. And when they had washed her they put her in a chapel and that night they saw a light and candles burning and a wondrous sweet smell blew out of the chapel.
 And they put her in an oak coffin and brought her to the land of Murom and buried her by the Church of the Righteous Lazarus next to her husband and it's four поприща to the Church of Lazarus from the city, and it was in the year 1614 on the 10th of January. 


And then a warm church
 was built above her
 in the name of the Archistrategos, or holy warrior Michael. And it so happened that there was a stove above her grave. And the earth was piled ever higher above her all the years. And in the year 1615 on the 8th August
 her son Georgii died and they started digging a grave for him in the space between the chapel and the stove, for that had no vault, and they found her coffin on top of the earth, and not damaged by anything. And they wondered whose it could be, since for many years no one had been buried here. And that same month on the tenth day they buried her son Georgii next to her grave and they went to the house for the wake. But the women who had been at the burial had opened the coffin. They saw it was full of sweet-smelling myrrh,
 though at that time they didn't tell anyone because they were too frightened; but when the guests had left they told what they saw. And we, hearing this, were amazed and we opened the grave and we saw that of which the women had told us in fear. And we filled a small container with this myrrh and took it to the city of Murom into the cathedral church. And in the day the myrrh could be seen looking like beetroot kvas,
  but at night it became viscous, just like dark red oil. But we were too frightened to look at her body completely, we only saw that her feet and her hips were whole, but we did not see her head because at the end of the grave there was a log support for the stove. And there was a tunnel under the stove, and through this the grave had travelled the distance of a metre eastwards until it stopped by the wall of the church. And the same night many heard the bells of that church ringing. Thinking there was a fire
 they ran up, but they did not see anything, except the sweet smell which emanated from the church. And many could smell it and came and rubbed themselves with the myrrh and felt relief from all sorts of illnesses. And when all the myrrh had been given away a dust started coming out from near the grave, like sand. And people with numerous ailments come and rub themselves with this sand and feel relief to this day. We have not dared to write about this because there has been no confirmation.
 




� скважина, отверстие


� пыль





� Iulianiia Ustinovna Osor’ina lived in Murom (a town in the former Riazan’ principality, South-East of Moscow). As the Skazanie shows, soon after her death a cult of her grew up in the area around the village where she was buried (Lazarevo). 


The tale/hagiography of Iulaniania was written soon after her death by her son, the Murom boiar Kallistrat Osor’in. He was a губной староса or city elder of the city ofMurom from 1610 to 1640. 


The work is unusual for many reasons. The heroine of the story is a laywoman who becomes an exemplum by her virtuous life in the world, rather than by martyrdom or monastic life. It is written by a layman as a kind of draft for a hagiography, since at the time of writing Kallistrat was not sure whether his mother’s sanctity would be recognised by the Church (Iuliania was eventually cannonised, her saints’ day is the 15 of January, or 2 January Old Style). The tale has been described as a kind of family chronicle, but it is also a personal history of the ‘Time of Troubles’. Kallistrat provides us with a description of family life, the hardships of existence which affected even well-born members of Russian society. The tale follows the pattern of hagiographic narrative in outline: birth, life, death, posthumous miracles. 


The Russian text and commentary is based on Skripil, M.O. in Труды отдела древнерусской литературы, volume VI and Памятники литературы древней Руси. XVII век. Книга первая, Moscow, 1988, pp. 98-104. English translation and commentary © Jana Howlett


� According to Orthodox tradition, saints, as God’s elect, reveal themselves not only by the manner of their life, but also by their capacity to perform miracles.


� In an older manuscript the works is headed Житие and death of our saintly, holy and virtuous mother Uliania Lazorevskaia. Written by the many-sinned Kalistrat, by name Druzhino-Osor’in, her son, from the land of Murom. Our Father, bless us. The use of the two terms Повесть (tale) and Житие (usual description of lives of saints) reflects the fact that the cult of Iulianiia was not immediately recognised throughout the Russian Church. 


� Section 1, Birth. Like St. Peter of Moscow, Iuliania is born of ‘good’ parents.


� Ivan IV (The Terrible), Tsar of Russia (b. 1533, died 1584


� The Russian word пореклом literally means called or nicknamed. Surnames were not in common use in Russia until the eighteenth century.


� Justin is mentioned in a XVIth century document as an employee of the Tsar in Vladimir. Iulianiia’s family belonged to the upper ranks of the service nobility.


� The Russian word раб can also be translated as serf but essentially it meant anybody who was working for a master.


� Section 2: Life


� The literal translation of this phrase is from her young nails


� A поприще is a measure of distance. Here it means two days walk.


� In 1571 Potapii became archimandrite (abbot) of the Spas-Preobrazhenskii monastery in Murom.


� This was the church where she was later buried.


� Named Lazarevo after the Church.


� The Khanate of Astrakhan was annexed in 1556.


� The cult of St Nicholas, patron saint of, among others, sailors, merchants and girls without a dowry, was popular throughout the Christian world. 


� The famine of 1570.


� The Russian word хлеб can also mean wheat and any kind of cereal food.


� I.e. dead people with no-one to prepare them for the grave.


� Payment for memorial services for the soul of a departed, commemorated for forty days after the person’s death.


� Wealthy people and the aristocracy frequently took monastic vows just before death because monastic life was thought to be most pleasing to God. Monks and nuns were said to be created in the image of the angels.


� Iulianiia bore 13 sons and daughters. Only five outlived their mother. Feodosiia (who became a nun), Druzhina (the author), Georgii, Ivan and Dmitrii.


� The devil.


� In traditional Russian houses the top of the brick-built stove was not used for cooking. Instead it would be used as a bed, normally with a matress on top.


� This is a point aimed at those who, like the Old-Believers, claimed that worship at home was a worthy alternative to worship in Church.


� Mary is referred to in the Orthodox Church not as the Virgin, but as Mother of God, to emphasize Christ’s divine nature.


� ‘Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy’.


� In Russian Orthodox practice the rosary (a necklace of beads, each representing a prayer to be spoken by the holder) was normally used only by nuns.


� Boris Godunov was crowned Tsar in 1598 and died in 1605.


� Between 1601 and 1603 Russia suffered a terrible famine


� An estate acquired by her husband near Astrakhan


� This is a reference to Acts of the Apostles, X, 30-31, which mentions Cornelius, a pagan convert to whose prayer at home God responded.


� Normally servants were indentured peasants, who would not be allowed to go free (even, as here, to beg, or try to foind other employment) unless they paid off their debt to their master.


� A bitter herb


� Section 3, Death


� Here meaning love of God


� See note 21.


� The sweet smell is a sign of her sanctity. Cf. The Life of St. Peter of Moscow. See below, fn. 41.


� Section 4: posthumous miracles.


� Many Russian villages had two churches: a ‘hot’ and a ‘cold’ church. A warm church was heated. It was therefore more expensive to build and tended to be smaller than the ‘cold’ church, which could not be used in winter.


� This means that a chapel dedicated to St Michael was built as an addition to the church of Lazarus.


� This shows that the work could not have been written before August 1615


� According to Orthodox belief one of the ways in which God manifests his choice of saints is by making their bodies incorruptible, i.e. not allowing them to decompose and smell bad.


� A non-alcoholic drink made of fermented bread and sugar.


� Church bells rang out warnings of fire or attack by an enemy.


� Meaning an official confirmation of the miracles by the Church.
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