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ВСЕЯ РУСИ. 


Списано Киприаномь смереным Митрополитомь Кыевьскымь и Всея Руси. 

Господи благослови отче. 


Праведници в веки живут и от Господа мьзда их, и строение их от вышьняго. И праведник, аще постигнеть скончатися, вь покои будеть. И похваляему праведнику, възвеселятся людие, занеже праведьнымь подобает похвала. От сих убо един есть и иже ныне нами похваляемый священноначалникь. И аще убо никтоже доволен ныне есть похвалити достойное по достоиньству, но некако оставити, аще и прежде нас бывшии самохотиемь преминуша. Смотрение и се некое божие, мню, и святаго дарование, яко да и мы малу мъзду приимемь, яко же и вдовица она, 
принесъшаа две медьници. 


И аз убо многыми деньми томим и правлачимь любовию к истинному пастуху, и хотящу ми малое некое похваление принести святителю, но свою немощь сматряющу недостижну к оного величьству, удержаваахся. Пакы же до конца оставити и обленитися тяжчайша вьмених. Сего ради, на Бога всю надежду възложив и на того угодника, по дело выше меры нашея прияхся – мало убо ми от житиа его поведати, елико Бог дасть и елико от сказателей слышах, мало же и от чюдес его. Ни бо аще не можеть кто всю глубину исчрипати, оставити тако, и не поне малою чашею прияти и прохладити свою жажду? Так и о семь недостойно судих, на его ми месте стоящу и на его гроб зрящу, и того же ми престола наследствовавшу, его же он преже лет  небесным обителемь преиде. Начну убо еже о немь повесть. 

Рождение же его и вьспитание и еже изь мира изъшествие. Съй убо блаженый Петр родися от христиану и благоговейну родителю вь единомь от мест земля Велынскыа. Прилучи же ся нечто сицево и прежде рождениа его, еже не достоить молчанию предати. Еще бо ему сущу в утробе матерьни, в едину от нощий, свитающи дневи недели, виде видение таково мати его. Мнеше бо ся ей агньца на руку дръжати своею, посреде же рогу его древо благолистьвно израстъше и многыми цветы же и плоды обложено, и посреде ветвей его многы свеще светящих и благоуханиа исходяща. И възбудившися, недоумеаше, что се или что конець таковому видению. Обаче аще и она недомышляшеся, но конець последе с удивлениемь яви, еликыми дарми угодника своего Бог обогати. 


Рождьшу же ся отрочати, и седьмаго лета възраста достигшу, вдано бываеть родительми книгам учитися. Но убо учителеви с прилежаниемь ему прилежащу, отроку не спешно учение творяшеся, но косно и всячьскы неприлежно. О семь убо немала печаль бяше родителем. Немалу же тьщету се вьменяаше себе и учитель его. Единою же яко во сне виде отрок некоего мужа в  святительскых одеждах пришедша и ставьша над ним и рекша ему: ‘Отверзи, чадо мое, уста своя.’ Оному же отверзшу, святитель десною рукою прикоснуся языку его, и благословивьшу его, и яко же некоею сладостию гортань его нальявшу. И абие възбудися отрочя и никого же виде. И от того часа вся, елика написоваше ему учитель его, малым проучением изучааше, яко и в мале времени всех сверьстник своих превьзыде и предвари.

Бывшу же ему двоюнадесятим летом, иде к прилежащей тамо пустыни в един от манастырь, и от тамо сущаго игумена постризается и к братии причитается. И с отятием убо власныим и всяко мудрование съотрезуеть плотское, и бываеть свершен в всем послушник, духовному отцу своему последуя. В поварнию убо воду на раму своем и дрова нося, и братня власяница измывая, зиме же и лете се творя бесъпрестанно. Ни же се остави правило, еже по звону церковному пръвому обретатися в церкви в нощных и дневьных правилех, и по скончани после же всех исходити. Но и стоащу ему в церкви и с благоговениемь послушающу божественаго писаниа с всякым прилежанием, николи же въсклонися к стене. И лета убо доволна в таковомь устроени проводи день от дне, яко же некоею лествицею въсхождениа в сердци полагаше, по Лествичника указанию же и слову. ‘Всегда убо наставника во всем послушая и братиам без лености служа, не яко человекомь, но яко самому Богу.’ И всем образ бываше благ к добродетельному житию смерениемь, и кротостию, и молчаниемь.

По времене же и диаконьское служение приемлет разсуждениемь наставничим. Потом же и презвитерьскому сану сподобися. И ни тако пръваго служениа не преста, еже служити братиамь с всякымь смерениемь в съкрушени сердца, но вь желание приходить учению иконному, еже и въскоре навыче повелениемь наставника. И сему убо делу прилежа, и образ Спасов пиша и того всенепорочныа Матере, еще же и святых въображениа и лица, и отсюду ум всяк и мысль от земных отводя, весь обожен бывааше умомь и усвоевашеся к воображениемь онех, и болшее рачение кь добродетелному житию прилагаше, и к слезам обращаащеся. Обычай бо есть в многых се, яко егда любимаго лице помянет, абие от любве кь слезам обращается. Сице и сей божественый святитель творяше, от сих шаровных образов к пръвообразным ум возвождаше. И убо преподобный отець нашь и божий человек без лености иконы делааше. Наставник же, сих приемля, раздавааше – ова братиамь, ова же и некыимь христолюбивыим приходящиимь в монастырь благословениа ради.

По времене же, благословениемь и повелениемь наставника своего, исходить от обители. Ни бо достоаше таковому человеку не преже проити все степени и потом на учительском седалищи посадитися.

Исходит убо от обители и обxoдит места она пустыннаа, а обретает место безмольжно на реце, нарицаемой Рата, а ту жилище се въздружает, и труды многы подъемлет, и болезни к болезнем прилагает, и поты пролиет. И церков воздвизает во имя Спаса нашего Ииуса Христа, а келии въставляет в пребывание к приходящей к нему братии. И в мале времени събрася к нему немало число братий. И съй убо блаженый печашеся о их спасении, яко отец чядолюбив. И не точию словом учаше сих, но и делом болшее наказауше тех. Бяше бо нравом кроток, молчалив же в всем, и не яко старейшина показуашеся братии, но последни всех творяшеся. Ни же когда разъярися на кого съгрешающа, но с тихостию и словом умереным учаше. Беше же и милостив толико, яко николи же просящаго убога или странна не отпусти тъща, но от обретающихся в них подааше, мнижицею и вьтаи братии, поминая рекшаго: ‘Милуяй нищаго Богу вьзаим дает’, и самаго Господа послушаа, опвелеающа: ‘Будете щедри, яко же Отец ваш небесный щедр есть.’ Множицею бо, не имы что ино дати просящим, дааше от икон писомых от него, иногда же и власаницу, снемь с себе, дасть на пути убогу, томиму зимою.

И в сицевых убо пребывая подвигох же и исправлениих, не мощно бе граду укрытися, на горе добридетели стоящу. Ни и князю тогдашьному в слух прииде добродетелное мужа житие, и велможам такожде, и просто рещи – всей стране и земли оной. Тогда бо беше в своей чьсти и времени земля Велыньскаа, всякым обильством преимущи славою, ащв и ныне по многих ратех не такова, обаче и в благчести. И всеми убо чтом и славим бе дивный съй человек – князем убо и славными велмужи. И вси слово и учение его приимаху.

Тогда убо прилучися и святителю оному Максиму, иже в она лета престол всея Рускыя земли украшаще, проходити землю ону, поучаа люди божия по преданному уставу. Прииде же сей божий человек Петр с свое братию благословения от святителя приати, и образ Пречистыя Владычица наша Богородица, иже бе сам написал, принесе ему. Святитель же божий, оного убо с братиею благослови, образ же Пречистыя с великою радостию прием и, златом и каменем украсив, у собе дръжаше, во дни и в нощи моляшеся ей непрестанно о съхранени и съблюдени Руско земли даже до своего живота.

И житиа убо сего конец премени архиепископ Максим, и тело его во гробе положено бысть в славной церкви Пречистыя Владычица наша Богородица и Приснодевица Мариа в преименитом граде Володимери. Геронтий же некто, игумен сый, дерзну дерзостию, въсхитити хотя сан святительстве, не веды, яко ‘всяк дар свершен свыше есть, сходя от Бога Отца светом’, ни бо слыша Писание, глаголюще: ‘ни хотящему, ни текущому, но милующему Богу.’ Но тако самовластиа недугом объят быв, своеумиемь на таковую высоту дръзну. Некако и время благополучно себе творяше, никому же вьзбраняющу ему от таковаго бесловесиа. Подъемлеть убо подвигы: приемлеть же и святительскую одежу, и утварь, еще же и ту самую икону, ю же бе своею рукою отець нашь Петр написал и Максиму принесл. Поемь же и жезл пастырьскый и церковныя сановникы, и поиде к Константинуграду, яко готово имея чаемое.

 Се же услышано бысть по всей земли Руской даже и до Beлыни, еже и мнози негодоваху. Князь же Вельньскыя земли съвещавает съвет не благ: въсхоте Галичьския епископии вь митрополь претворити, изветомь творяся, Геронтиева высокоумиа не хотя. И нападаеть на Петра словесы, подъгнещая его к Царюграду. И се убо творяше на многы дни, овогда сам князь собою глагола Петрови, овогда же боляр и съветник своих посылая к нему. И святый прекланяется, исходит кь словесемь их, и сам убо кь путеви управляшеся.

Князь же вьтай Петра написуеть писаниа сь молениемь к святому патриарху и к всему священному сбору, прося молениа своего не погрешити, но того самого Петра на святительскомь престоле видети прошаше. И посла убо сь писанми посылает сь Петром. Геронтиеви же на море пришедшу, на корабль въсходить и к Царюграду устръмляется. Преподобному же отцу нашему Петру море достигшу, таже и на иномь месте в корабль вьшедшу и тому же Царюграду попловувшу. Но Геронтьеви злополучно некаково плавание случися, буря бо велика вь мори воздвижеся, и съпротивьнии ветри от носа кораблеви опрешася и нужу велику кораблеви творяху, и волны великы двизахуся. Петрову же кораблеви тих некый и хладен, яко же зефир, и пособен ветр бысть. И яко же во сне море прешедшу, кь стенам Константина града прелетевьше.

Геронтиеви же вь печали сущу, в нощи явися ему икона пречистыа Богородица, ю же бе, яко преди сказахом, своима рукама Петр преподобный написал, глаголющи ему сице: ‘Вьсуе тружаешися: толику путеви вдалъся ecи! Не вьзыдет на тя святительскый великый сан, его же въсхытити въсхотел еси. Но иже мене написавый Петр, игумень Ратьскый, служитель Сына и Бога моего и мой, тьй възведен будет на высокый престол славьныа митрополи Рускыя, и престол украсит, и люди добре упасет, о них Христос, Сын мой и Господь, кровь свою, от мене заимованную, пролиа. И сице богоугодно поживь, вь старости мастите желаемому владыце и пръвому святителю преидет радостно.’ Таковое бо видение Геронтий видев и словеса услышав от честнаго и славныа Пречистыа образа, абие възбудися и начат сказовати всем сущимь с нимь, сице глаголя: ‘Вьсуе тружаемься, братие: желаемаго не получим.’ Онем же вину вьпрашающимь уведети, всем виденнаа и слышанаа сказует. И тако по мнозех истопленни и бурях, едва възмогоша Царяграда доити.

Но убо, яко же рехом, преподобному отцу Петру Констаньтина града предваривьшу, исходить ис корабля и кь святому патриарху вь преименитый храм святыа Премудрости Божиа Слова въсходить. Бе же тогда патриаршьскаго вселеньскаго престола украшеваа святый Афанасий дивный. И Петру убо в двери вьходящу, иде жe бе патриаръх седя, благоухание некое исполнися храмина она. И разуме Духомь святым патриарх, яко приходомь Петровымь благоухание оно бысть, и прият его радостне, благословению сподоби его сь веселиемь. Потомь же, яко и вину пришествиа их уведе, абие сбор съзываеть священнейших митрополитов, и избрание по обычаю сътваряють. И явися достоин же и прежде рождениа нареченый Петр, и в мори такожде образом пречистыа Богородица. И патриарху убо с священным сбором божественую тайную службу свершающу, свещает и дивнаго Петра, светилник на свещнице поставив, яко да всем сущимь вь храмине светить. И учителя того и пастуха земли Руской уставляеть. Тогда убо, яко же от некыих истинныих слышах поведающих, лице его, рече, просветися, яко всем служащимь с патриархомь удивитися. От сего убо болшее извещение патриарх с всем сбором приемь, глаголаше, яко: ‘Се человек повелениемь божиимь приде к нам, и того благодатию добре стадо упасеть, порученое ему.’ Быть веселие духовное в день он.

По малех же днех и Геронтий прииде к Царюграду по многых истомлених, яко же преди написахом. И въсходить и тъй к святейшому патриарху и, не хотя, вся прилучьшаася ему сказует, еще те и сонное видение. Патриарх же доволно словеса извеща, еще же и от правил богоносных отец наших прирек, яко не достоить миряномь избраниа святительскаа творити, ни же никому смети самому на таковый сан дръзати, не преже от святаго сбора избран, паче же от пресвятаго и живоначалнаго Духа назнаменан. И ина многа словеса от святых правил и божественыих писаний изрече ему, абие препокои слово. Ризы же святительскыа с честною иконою и пастырьскый жезл, тако же и церковныа сановникы приемь, в рукы предаеть истинному святителю и божию человеку Петру, сице рек: ‘Приими Богородичный святый образ, иже ты своима рукама написал еси. Сего бо ради и въздарие тебе дарова сама икона, о тебе прорек.’

И оттоле убо святейший патриарх Афанасий на всяк день беседы душеполезныя простирааше, святителю Петру глаголя сице: ‘Блюди убо, чядо и брате о Христе възлюбленый, в каковы и коликы подвиг вьшел еси. Се тебе великый корабль Христос Бог поручил есть наставляти и правити и к пристанищем спасениа привести. Да не обленишися никогда же, да не уныеши, да не отяготишися великымь попечениемь величьства и множества земля Рускоя. Се приемникь быти апостольскаго служениа, делателя тебе Христос винограда своего постави. Буди подражатель апостолом, оуди ученик истинный Спасов, яко да и ты с дръзновениемь в второе пришествие его станеши, вьзывая: ‘Се ази дети, яжми еси дал.’ И таковыми словесы и иными множайшими всегда блаженаго поучая, по днех славно Коньстантинаграда отпусти.

Оному же изъшедшу и море благополучьне преплувшу, и в святейши митрополи Рускаго престола пришедшу, и мир и благословение всемь подавшу, начат учити Богомь порученое ему стадо, преходя от места до места, с елицемь, аще кто речет, смерениемь же, и трудом, и кротостию, поминая рекшаго: ‘В сердце кротькых почиеть Бог’, и пакы: ‘Сердце съкрушено и смерено Бог не уничижить.’

Сим же тако имущимь, не бе лукавому терпети. Но яко изначала человечъскому роду враг и ратник, не хотяй никогда же ползу человечьскую видети, малу спону святому сътвори: некыих подгнети нехотети того пришествиа. По времени же себе зазреша и святителя приаша, и с смерением тому покоришася. Он нее не тъкмо не злопомни, но и от душа тем отдасть и о них молитву сътвори. И своему делу прилежаше.

По времени же пакы зависти делатель враг завистию подьходить Аньдреа, епископа суща Тиферьскаго предела легька убо суща умом, легчайша же и разумом, и изумлена суща, и о суетней  сей славе зинувша, и поостривьша язык свой глаголати на праведнаго безаконие. И съплитает ложнаа и хулна словеса, и посылаеть в Царьствующий град к святейшому и блаженому патриарху Афанасию. Он же удивися, неверна та вьмени. Обаче яко многа суща навеждениа она, посылаеть единого от клирик церковных святый Афанасий с писаниемь, глаголя сице: ‘Всесвященнейший митрополит Кыевьскый и вьсея Руси, о Святемь дусе възлюбленый брат и съслужитель нашего сьмерениа Петр! Веси, яко избраниемь Святаго духа поставлен еси пастух и учитель словеснаго Христова стада. И се ныне приидоша от вашего языка и твоего предела словеса тяжка на тя, яко же слухы моя исполниша и помысл мой смутиша. Потщися убо сие очистити и исправити.’

Таковое убо писание и словеса посланный от патриарха клирик приемь, Рускоя земли достизает. Но убо шеперная Ондреева не утаишася прежде того пресвященному святителю Петру. И на Бога всю възложив надежду, глаголаше: ‘Тръплю, потрьпех Господа, и внят ми’, – и: ‘Аще Бог по нас, то кто на ни?’ И яко убо патриархом посланый клирик прииде на Русь, сбор сбирается вь граде Пераяславли. Приходить и боголюбивый епископ Ростовьскый Сумеон, и преподобный Прохор, игумен тогда сый. Призвану бывшу и Андрею епископу Тьферьскому, иже бяше и самоделатель всем тогдашним молвам. Князю бо Михаилу тогда самому во Орде сущу, но сынове его приидошя, Дмитрий и Александро, и иных князей доволно, и велмужий много. Еще же и лучьшии от игумен и чернець, и священник множество.

Тогда посланный патриархом клирик писаниа и словеса преподобному святителю Петру пред всеми являет. И велику мятежу бывшу о льживомь и льстивом оклеветании святаго. Толико бо молва бысть, яко вьмале не безместьно что бысть, аще не бы самый святитель и божий человек вепль уставил, подражая своего учителя Христа, вьнегда к Петрови рече: ‘Вонзи ножь свой в ножьницу.’ Кротка убо учителя кроткый ученик, во всемь ему последуя, глаголаше бо к всем: ‘Братье и чяда о Христе възлюбленнаа! Не унши есмь аз Ионы пророка. Аще убо мне ради есть волнение се великое, иждените мене, и уляжеть молва от вас. Почто убо мене ради подвижетеся толико?’ Обаче онем учителя ради и пастуха добраго всем спирающимся, изыскати хотящим, кто и откуду есть, иже таковаа словеса льживая на отца нашего и святителя възведый, обаче злому делатель не утаися, но всем в явление прииде неправленое еже на святаго Андреево облъгание, ц пред всеми посрамлен и уничижен бысть. Святый же Петр ничто же не сътвори ему зла, но пред всеми словесы утешительныими поучив его, рече ему: ‘Мир ти о Христе, чядо! Не ты се сътвори, но изначала роду человечьскому завидяй диавол. Ты же отныне съблюдайся. Момошедшаа же Господь да отпустить ти.’ Князя же, и весь причет же, и народ тако же доволне поучив, с миром отпусти. Самь же кь трудом труды прилагааше, данный ему талант во сто хотя умножити. Смерение же тако же к смерению приложи. И без лености прохождааше грады же и веси, поучавая порученое ему Богомь стадо, ни труда убо, ни же болезней телесных ощущаа. Тако и в старость приходя бяше, сирымь же убо, и вдовицам, и убогым яко присный отець являашеся.

В то же время и Сеить еретик явися, туждаа церкве Христовы и православныа веры мудрьствуя, его же святый препре, И непокоряющася того, проклятию предасть, иже и погыбе.

И яко убо прохожаше места и грады Божий человек Петр, прииде в славьный град, зовомый Москва, еще тогда мало сущу ему и не многонародну, яко же ныне видим есть нами. В том убо граде бяше обладуя благочестивый великый князь Иоан сын Данилов, вьнука блаженаго Александра. Его же виде блаженый Петр вь православии сиающа и всякыми добрыми делы украшена, милостива суща до нищих, честь подавающа святыимь божиимь церквам и тех служителем, любочьстива к божественымь писаниемь и послушателя святых учений книжныих, и зело възлюби его божий святитель. И начат болшее инех мест жити в том граде.

Съвещавает же съвет благ князю, съветуя ему, яко да сътворить церковь, каменемь съставлену, во имя пречистыа владычица нашеа Богородица и приснодевица Мариа, пророчьствовав сице, яко: ‘Аще мене, сыну, послушаеши и храм пресвятое Богородици въздвигнеши вь своем граде, и самь прославившися паче инех князий, и сынове и вьнуци твои а роды, и град съй славен будет в всех градех Русскых, и святители поживуть в нем, и възыдут ‘рукы его на плеща враг его’, и прославиться Бог в немь. Еще же и мои кости в немь положени будут.’ Сиа убе словеса князь от учителя с радостию великого прием, начят с тщаниемь о церкви прилежати. И основанней бывши, начят день от дне спеати и въздвизатися. И самому святому прилежати на всяк день спешити.

И бяше убо веселие непрестанно посреде обоих духовное. Князю убо во всемь послушающу и честь велию подавающу отцу своему, по Господнему повелению, еже рече к своим учеником: ‘Приемляй вас мене приемлеть.’ Святителю же пакы толико прилежащу сынови своему князю о душевных и телесных, яко с Павломь ему глаголати.

И яко убо начят церковь свершатися, проуведе святый смерть свою божиимь откровением, и начят святыма своима рукама гроб себе творити близь святаго жерьтвеника. И по свершении его пакы виде видение, възвещающее ему житиа сего исхождение и к Богу, его же измлада възлюби, прехожение. И весь радости исполнися.

И дневи бывшу, сам вьходить в церковь и божественую служьбу свершает. Помолився о православных же царех и князех, и о своемь сыну, его же възлюби – благочестиваго глаголю князя Иоана, – и за все благочьстивое христианьское множество всея Рускыа земля, и о умерших тако же въспоминание сътвори, и святымь таинам причастився. По изъшествии его из церкве призывает весь причет и доволно поучив их, яко же обычай бяше ему творити. От оного убо часа не преста милостыню творити всем приходящимь к нему убогым, такожде же и монастырем, и по церквамь иереом. И яко убо позна свое еже из мира исхожение и час уведе, призывает некоего именемь Протасиа, его же бе князь старейшину града поставил. Князю бо тогда не прилучися в граде. Бе же Протасий он мужь честен, и верен, и всякыими добрыми делы украшен. И рече ему: ‘Чядо, се аз отхожу житиа сего. Оставляю же сыну своему възлюбленому князю Ивану милость, мир и благословение от Бога и семени его до века. Елико же сын мой мене упокои, да въздасть ему Бог сторицею вь мире семь, и живот вечный да наследить. И да не оскудеет от семени его обладая местом его, и память его да упространится.’ Таже елико имяше влагалище дасть ему, завещав на церковное сверьшение истъщити то. И всем вкупе мир дав, начят вечерню пети. И еще молитве сущи в устех его, душа от тела его исхождааше. Самому рукы на небо въздевшу, и тело убо на земли оста, душа же на небеса възлете к желаемому Христу.

И князю убо с великою скоростию вь град приспевшу с всеми велможи своими, о преставлении добраго отца и благоучителя велми тужаше, и на одр святаго поставлеше, кь церкви понесоша, яко же обычай есть мерьтвымь творити. Страшно же нечто прилучися тогда и всякого ужаса исполнено. Человек некый неверие имея к святому прежде, и тъй приде посреде народа оного, вь помысле своемь понашая ого, глаголя: ‘Почто самый князь и колико народа предходять и последують единому человеку мрътву и толику честь дають ему?’ И оному убо таковаа помышляющу вь сердци своемь, абие виде, яко же послежде с извещениемь сказа, святаго на одре ономь седяща и с обою страну одра народ благословляюща – и князя предидущаго, и последующий народ. И одр убо с мощьми к гробу принесьше, иже сам собе беше уготовал, поставляють его в немь, месяца декабриа в 21 день, иде же и ныне лежит, чюдеса различная точа иже с верою приходящим.

По двадесятих же днех еже вь гробе положениа его уноша некый, от рождениа своего имея руци раслаблении отнудь недвижимы, яко ни к устом мощи принести их, съй убо к гробу святаго с теплою верою притече, с слезами моляся, и абие исцеление получи. Потом же слукому исцелениа дарова, слепому же зрение подасть. 

Сиа убо тогда явленне сдеашася у гроба святаго в малых днех, яже благоверьный князь Иоан, написав, принесе в славный град Володимер. И сборну убо тогда и празничну дневи сътворшуся, на амвоне посреде церкве прочтени быша. Тогда и он тамо прилучися, иже преже неверие имея к святому, яко же преди писахом, поведа посреде народа, како виде его на одре седяща и благословляюща народы, вьнегда к церкви несом бе. Сиа убо князь услышав, и причет, и весь народ, единогласно прославиша Бога и того угодника. ‘Прославляющих бо мя, – рече Господь, – прославлю.’

Не преста бо Господь от оного дне даже и доныне, знамениа и чюдеса творя у гроба святаго. Приходящеи бо с верою независтне приемлють исцелениемь дары. Болша же исцелениа вьтаи бывають. И в семь и по смерти смирение дръжа божий угодьник, и таинныа и скровеныа болезни исцелеваа.

По времени же прииде Феогност пресвященный митрополит Кыевьскый и всея Руси, поставлен святейшим патриархом Исаием. И обрете у гроба святаго Петра толика исцелениа бывающа. Посылает к Царюграду и възвещает патриарху и сбору всему о чюдесех святаго. Патриарх же сбор сбирает, и писанию митрополичю прочтену бывшу, вси единемь гласомь прославиша Бога, прославляющаго святых своих. И въсписуеть патриарх Феогностови с всемь сборомь сице: ‘Пресвященный митрополит всея Руси и всечестный о Святем дусе възлюбленый брате нашего смерения и служитель! Благодать буди и мир от Бога твоему святительству. Писание приахом твоего святительства, поведающее убо и извещающее о прежде тебе бывшаго святителя Петра тоя же святейшиа церкве, како прославлен бысть по смерти от Бога, и ближний его служитель бысть и угодник, яко и чюдесемь великыим сверьшатися от него и всякыа болезни целити. Възрадовахомся убо и възвеселихомся духомь о сем и должное Богови въздахомь славословие. А понеже от нас вьпрашаеть уведети твое святительство, како сътворити о таковых святых мощех, веси и сам, каковый чин вь таковых имат святая божиа церковь. Извещение о том приемши известно и неизменно, таковому церковному приимется уставу святительство твое и о томь, и пеньми священными и славословеньми почтеть божиа угодника, и к преднимь летом предасть вь хвалу и славу прославляющаго Бога того славящим, его же благодать буди с твоимь святительством.

Таковое убо писание принесено бысть святителю божию Феогносту. Он же в явление князю и всем то сътваряеть, и праздник светел святому сътваряють. И оттоли даже и доныне празднуемь есть святый по достоиньству. И яко же источник чреплемый большее истекает, сице и гроб чюдотворца новаго Петра с верою приходящимь исцелениа истекають душевнаа и телеснаа.

К сему же и аз малу некую душеполезную повесть приложу, таже слово препокою.

Прежде сих лет, не вем како – судбами, ими же весть Бог, – и аз смереный възведен бых на высокый престол сеа митрополи Рускоа святейшим патриархомь и дивнымь Филофеемь и еже о немь священнаго сбора. Но к Руской земли прошедшу ми, мало что съпротивно съприлучити ми ся ради моих грехов. И третиему лету наставшу, пакы к Царюграду устремихся. И тамо ми достигшу по многых трудех и искушених, надеющу ми ся некое утешение обрести, обретох всяко неустроение в царехь же и в патриаршьстве. На престоле бо бяше патриаршьскомь седя злевъзведеный Макарий безумный, дръзнувый кроме избраниа сборнаго, паче же назнаменаниа Святаго духа, наскочити на высокый патриаршьскый престол царьскым точию хотениемь. Святейший бо блаженый он патриарх Филофий бяше преже тогда, украшая престол великаго вселеньскаго патриаршьства, иже лета доволна добре стадо духовное упасе, и на ересь Акиндинову, и Варламову подвизася, и сих учениа раздрушивь поученьми своими, еще же и Григору еретика словесы своими духоносными поправ, и учениа и списаниа его до конца низложив, и самых проклятию предасть; книгы многы на утвержение православным написа и словеса похвалнаа, каноны сложи многоразличны. Но сего, яко свята, и велика, и дивьна суща делом и словом, тогдашний царь не въсхоте. Но того лъжными и оболгателными словесы престола сводит и в монастыри затворяет. По своему же нраву избирает Макариа некоего безумна и всякого разума лишена, и кроме церковнаго преданиа же и устава посаждаеть мерзость запустениа на месте святемь. Изганяеть бо ся Иаков, вьводит же ся Исав, иже и прежде рождениа възненавиденьный. Яко же Аркадий, жены своеи послушав, заточи Златогласнаго Иоана, Арсакиа же акаинаго престолу его приемника сьтваряет.

 Но убо дивный Филофей, и божий человек, и медоточный язык, вь таковомь истомлении и болезнех нестерпимых, славослова и благодаря Бога не преста. И по лете усну сномь блаженным, душу же в руце Бога живаго предасть. И причьтен бысть лику патриаршьску, их же и житию поревнова.

Царь же, озлобивый его, царство напрасно погуби. Макарий же, иже от него поставленьный, судомь божиим сборне изметается и извержению, яко злославен, и заточению предан бываеть. На томь же убо сборе и аз с иными святители бых, в томь же свитце изверьжениа его подписах.

Пребых же убо в оное время в Константинеграде тринадесят месяць. Ни бо ми мощно бяше изыти, велику неустроению и нужи належащи тогда на Царьствующий град. Море убо латиною дръжимое, земля же и суша обладаема безбожными туркы. И вь таковомь убо затворе сущу ми, болезни неудобьстерпимыа нападоша на мя, яко еле ми живу быти. Но едва яко в себе преидох, и призвах на помощь святаго святителя Петра, глаголя сице: «Рабе Божий и угодниче Спасов! Вем, яко дръзъновение велие имееши кь Богу и можеши напастуемым и болным помощи, иде же аще хощеши. И аще убо угодьно есть тебе твоего мы престола доити и гробу твоему поклонитися, дай же помощь и болезни облегчение». Beруйте же ми, яко от оного часа болезни оны нестерпимыя престаша. И в малых днех Царствующаго града изыдох и, божиимь поспешениемь и угодника его, приидох и поклонихся гробу его чюдотворивому, внегда убо прият нас с радостию и честию великою благоверный великый князь всея Руси Дмитрей, сын великаго князя Иоана, внука Александрова.

Такова убо великаго сего святителя и чюдотворца исправлениа. Сицевы того труды и поты, ими же изъмлада и от самыя уности Богу угоди и их же ради Бог того въспрослави, въздарие ему даровав.

Се тебе от нас слово похвално, елико по силе нашей грубой, изрядный в святителех, о них же потекл еси, яко безътруден апостол, о стаде порученомь ти, словесных овцах Христовых, их же своею кровию искупи конечным милосердиемь и благостию. И ты убо сице веру съблюде, по великому апостолу, и течение сверши, яснейше наслажаешися невечерняго и Троичнаго света, яко, небеснаа мудрьствовав, възлете благоуправлен. Нас же, молим тя, назирай и управляй свыше. Веси бо, колику тяжесть имат житие се. В томь бо и ты некогда трудился еси. Но убо понеже тебе предстателя Русьскаа земля стяжа, славный же град Москва честныа твоя мощи, яко же некое съкровище, честно съблюдает, и, яко же тебе живу, на всякый день православнии и светлии наши князи сь теплою верою покланяются и благословение приемлють с всеми православными, въздающе хвалу живоначалней Троици, ею же буди всемь нам получити о самом Христосе, о Господи нашемь, ему же подобаеть слава, честь и дръжава с безначалнымь Отцомь, всесвятым и благым и животворящиимь Духом ныне и вь бесконечныя векы, аминь.


	THE LIFE OF METROPOLITAN PETER
 
IN THE MONTH OF DECEMBER, 21ST DAY, THE HAGIOGRAPHY AND THE LIFE AND A FEW TALES OF THE MIRACLES OF OUR FATHER PETER,
 ARCHBISHOP OF KIEV AND ALL RUSSIA, WHO IS AMONG THE SAINTS.

Written
 by Kyprian
 the humble,
 Metropolitan of Kiev and All Russia.

Lord our Father, give us your blessing.


The righteous live eternally and receive their reward from God and their nature from the one on highest.  And the righteous man, when his time to die comes, will receive eternal peace.  And when а righteous man is praised, the people are happy because the righteous should be praised.  And one of these [righteous] is the leader of priests12 whom we are now praising.  Since no-one at present has been called upon to praise the deserving according to just desert, it cannot be left thus, even if those who went before us wilfully passed him over.  I think that this too is God’s intent and a gift from the holy man so that we too should be able to receive a small reward, like the widow who brought two mites.13
For I have suffered for many days, being drawn by my love to the true pastor and I wanted to bring a small praise to the holy man but looking at my incapacity to conceive the greatness of him I held back.
  On the other hand I considered it a most grievous wrong to leave this to the end and to be lazy.  And that is why placing all my  hope in God and the one who pleased God
 I took on the cause which is greater than my capacity, to speak a little of his life, as much as God allows, and that which I heard form those who told me, and a little of his miracles.  For if someone cannot empty the depths of the well should he leave it instead of drinking a small cup and satisfy his thirst?  That is how I unworthily deliberated when I stood in his place and looked at his grave, I who have inherited his throne from which he left for the heavenly dwelling
 before his time so I shall now begin this tale about him. 

His birth and education and how he left the world.
 This blessed Peter was born from Christian and God-fearing parents
 in one of the cities of the land of Volynia
 and certain things happened even before he was born which must be passed over in silence.  When he was still in his mother’s womb on a certain night when the day of Sunday was dawning his mother saw the following vision.  It seemed to her that she was holding a lamb in his hands and in the middle of his horns a tree with beautiful leaves grew and covered in many flowers and fruits and in the middle of the branches many candles shone and many beautiful smells came out.
  And when she woke she could not understand what it was or what will be the end of such a vision.  Even though she did not understand it that the end was later amazingly shown through the gifts that God gave to his follower. 

When the child was born and reached seven years of age
 it was handed over by its parents to learn from books.
 Even though his teacher worked hard and applied himself the child did not hurry to learn learning but badly and without any work.
  And this caused much sorrow to his parents and his teacher too felt not inconsiderable sense of vanity.
  On one occasion the child saw in his dream a man dressed in pastor’s robes come before him and stand above him, saying:  ‘Open, my child, thine mouth.’ When he opened his mouth the priest touched his tongue with his right hand and blessed him and he felt some kind of sweetness filling his throat.
  And then the child woke and didn’t see anyone.  And from that moment on whatever his teacher wrote for him he learnt very soon through study so that in no time at all he was more advanced than the head of all his contemporaries.

When he was twelve he went to a nearby desert,
 to a certain monastery, in order to be tonsured by that monastery’s abbot and join the brethren.  And from the moment that his hair was cut off he cut off all thought of worldly things.  And he was a perfect novice,
 following his spiritual father in everything.
  For he carried water and logs to the kitchens on his shoulders and washed the robes of his brethren, working non-stop in the winter and in the summer.
  Nor did he ignore the rule  which said that he should be the first in the church, as soon as the church bells rang out , both for the night and the day liturgy, and that he should be the last to leave.  And when he stood in the church he listened to the holy scripture with humility and with great attention, never leaning against the wall. 
  And thus he spent many years day after day as if building a ladder of perfection in his heart in accordance with the words of Climacus:
 ‘Always obey your teacher in everything.  Serve your brethren without laziness.  Serve them not as men but as if you were serving God himself’.  And he was a perfect image of goodly living by his humility and humbleness and silence.

After time passed he became a deacon by the will of his superior.
  Then he also became worthy of the presbyter’s rank.
  But he didn’t stop what he had done before, serving his brethren with all humility and with his heart humble, but he felt the desire to learn icon painting, and soon he learnt it by the order of his superior and he worked hard in this and painted the image of the Saviour and of his Mother
 who is without sin and also the images and faces of saints and thus he moved his mind and thoughts from worldly things, for he was tempered
 in mind and though by the images of them.  And he had great zeal for goodly life and turned to tears. For it is a common habit that when you remember somebody you love, the love makes you weep tears. 
  Thus also the holy priest did, for when his mind turned from the painted images to those who were their models.
  And thus our sainted father and holy man painted icons without idleness.  And his superior taking them gave them out, some to the brethren and some to some God-loving people coming to the monastery in order to receive blessing.

After some time by the blessing and order of his superior he left the monastery.  For it is meet that a man take all the steps [of the ladder] and only then to take the seat of the teacher.


And when he left the monastery and walked around those desert places he found a place that was silent on the river that was called Rata.  And there he built himself a dwelling and performed many labours and added pain to pains and much sweat he poured out.  And he built a church in the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ, and built cells for the brethren who came to join him to live in.  And after some time he gathered a large number of brethren.  And this blessed man took care of their salvation like a child-loving father.  And he did not just teach them by the word, but more by the deed.  For he was humble in his behaviour and silent in all things and he did not act like an elder among his brethren but made himself the last of all.  He never lost his temper with anyone who was sinful but with quiet and measured words he taught him.  He was also so charitable that he never let anyone who was poor or a stranger
 go with empty hands, but gave of that which he had, and large amounts and secretly away from the brethren, for he remembered that it says ‘He who takes pity on the beggar gives a loan to the Lord’ and he obeyed our Lord who said ‘Be generous, just like your heavenly Father is generous’.  Often when he didn’t have anything to give the beggars he gave them icons which he had painted, sometimes even took off his robe and gave it to a poor man suffering from cold to go on his way.

And thus in these efforts and self-perfection he lived and it was impossible for him to be hidden from the city when he was standing on the hill of goodness. And the Prince who was there heard about this man’s virtuous life and so did the nobles and speaking simply the whole country and land heard.  For that was the time when the land of Volynia was much honoured and had all wealth, power and fame, whereas now after many wars it isn’t the same though it still honoured.  And he was honoured and famed this wondrous man by princes and great nobles.  And they all attempted his word and his teaching.

And it so happened that the priest Maksim
 who decorated the throne of all the Russian land in those years, passed through the land, teaching the people of God in accordance with canon law. And this holy man Peter came with his brethren to take blessing from the priest and he brought him an icon of our pure lady, the mother of God, which he had painted himself.  And the holy priest blessed Peter and his brethren and then he took the icon of the All-Pure with great happiness and decorated it with gold and precious stones, kept it by himself [in his own rooms] praying constantly day and night in front of it for the preservation and safety of the Russian land while he lived.

And when the end came of the life of the archbishop Maksim and his body was buried in the great church of the All-Pure lady Mother of God, and the eternal virgin Mary in the famous city of Vladimir.  A certain Gerontii, an abbott, filled with pride, wanted the holy office not knowing that ‘every gift is given from above coming from God our father in light’ nor did he listen to the scriptures saying ‘neither he who wants nor he who travels but our love in God’.  But he was so full of  the sickness of self-will
 that by his own thoughts he had the temerity to climb such heights.  And for a while everything went well for him, for no-one opposed his acts.
  For he did these things.  He took the clothing of the hierarch
 and the holy church furnishings and even that icon
 made by the very hand of our Father Peter which Peter gave to Maxim.  He also seized the pastor’s staff and the high-ranking priests and went to Constantine’s city,
 having his desire ready. 

And this came to be heard throughout the land of Russia and as far as Volynia and many were outraged.  And the prince of Volynia convened a council,
 which was not a good Council because he wanted the bishopric of Galich to become a metropolis,
 and he claimed that this was because he did not want Gerontii’s high-handedness.  And he fell upon Peter with words urging him to go to Constantinopolis.  And this he did for many days, sometimes the Prince himself spoke to Peter, sometimes he sent his boiars and counsellors to him.
  And the holy man gives way, meets their words and gets ready for the journey.

  And the Prince secretly from Peter writes letters begging the holy Patriarch and the holy council, asking them not to ignore his prayer so that he can see that very Peter on the holy throne.  And he sent an ambassador with the letters together with Peter.  When Gerontii came to the sea he got into a ship and headed for Constantinopolis.  Our blessed father reached the sea he too in another place, he took a boat and also went to Constantinopolis. But Gerontii had a certain unpleasant accident during his journey, for there was a great storm which rose in the sea and opposing wind leant against the prow of the ship and put the ship into terrible trouble, with great waves rising.
  Whereas the ship of Peter had a head wind, gentle and cool like a zephyr.  And as he crossed the sea as if in a dream, his flight landing at the walls of the city of Constantine.

  And Gerontii was saddened and at night he saw a vision of the icon of the pure Mother of God, the one who was painted by the hands of the blessed Peter, as I have told above. The Mother of God said:  ‘Your labours are in vain on this journey that you have started on!   The great priestly office that you wanted to usurp will not be yours. But Peter, the abbot of Raka, who painted me, who is the servant of the Son and the Father and me, he will be raised to the great throne of the glorious Russian metropolis,
 and will decorate that throne and will be a good pastor to the people for whom Christ, my Son and Lord, spilt his blood taken from me.  And when he has thus lived, pleasing God to a great age, then he will happily come to the desired Lord
 and first priest’.
  Gerontii saw this vision and heard these words from the honoured and glorious image of the All-Pure, and he woke up and told of it to all those who were with him, saying thus: ‘We labour in vain brethren:  we won’t get that which we desire’.  And to all those who asked to know the reason he told all that he saw and heard.  And thus after much flooding and storms, he only just managed to get to Constantinople.

But as I have already said, the blessed father Peter had got to Constantinople first and he got off the ship and went to the holy patriarch, into the glorious church of the Holy Wisdom of God’s Word
 he went.  At that time the universal patriarch’s throne was decorated with the wondrous holy Athanasius.
  And when Peter was at the door where the Patriarch sat, a certain beautiful smell filled that church.
  And the Patriarch understood through the Holy Spirit that it is because of Peter’s coming that the beautiful smell was there and he received him with joy and happily made him ready for blessing.  And then when he found out the reason for his coming he called together the council of the most holy Metropolitans and they elected him as was the custom.  And Peter, who was chosen even before birth and also by the image of the all-cure virgin epesi, appeared worthy.  And the Patriarch with the holy council served the divine secret liturgy and consecrated the wondrous Peter, placing the light on the candelabra
 so that he should shine for all who were in the church.  And thus he appointed that teacher and pastor for the land of Russia.  And then, so I have heard from certain people who tell the truth,
 his face became alight so that everyone who was at the liturgy with the Patriarch was amazed.  And from this even more the Patriarch and the whole council felt a sign, for they said that: this man came to us through the will of God.  Through him the flock with which he is entrusted will be well cared for through providence’.  And there was much spiritual happiness on that day.

   After a few days Gerontii too came to Constantinople after many troubles just as I have said before.  And he too went up to the holy Patriarch and willingly he tells him everything that happened to him including his vision.  The Patriarch then announced good words which he had learned from the rules of our God-caring fathers, that it is not meet for men of the world to elect pastors and that no-one may by himself have the pride to aspire to such an office.  But first of all has to be chosen by the holy council and receive the sign of the all-holy and life-giving  spirit.  And then he said many other things from the holy rules and divine scriptures, so as to calm down with the word.  And he took the priestly robes and the honoured icon and the staff of the pastor and the church hierarchy and put it into the hands of the true pastor, God’s man, Peter, saying thus: ‘Receive the holy icon of the mother of God which you yourself painted with your hands. The icon thus gave to him that gave
 by naming you’.

  And thereafter the holy Patriarch Athenasius spoke the whole day in spiritually useful speeches, saying to the priest Peter thus: ‘Beloved child and brother in Christ, see what and how many endeavours you have risen to.  For Christ God has given you the great ship, entrusting it to you so that you should instruct it and rule it and bring it into the harbour of salvation.
  May you never be lazy, may you never grow weary, may you not feel too burdened by the great demands of the great and populous land of Russia.
  For Christ has appointed thee as the successor of the apostoles, to serve, and to husband his vineyards.
  Copy the apostle, be a true pupil of the Saviour, so that you too can with courage stand at his second coming, calling ‘This is I and the children who you gave me’’and with such words and with many others he always instructed the blessed man, and then after several days he let him leave Constantinople with much honour.

  And he left and safely crossed the sea and he came to the most holy metropolis of the Russian throne, and gave peace and blessing to everyone, and he started teaching the flock which God had entrusted him with, travelling from place to place with such humility and labour and obedience, travelling wherever he was wanted, remembering that it says ‘In the heart of the humble God lives’ and then ‘A heart that is humble and resigned will not be belittled by God’.


  And because it was thus, the devil could not bear it.
  Since he has always been the enemy of and fighter against mankind, not wanting ever to see mankind be happy, he started to give some trouble to the holy man and he made it so that some did not want him to come.  But after a while they suppressed their feelings and received the holy man, obeying him with humility.  Not only did he not think evil of them, on the contrary he responded to them with all his soul, and prayed for them. And he carried out his duties assiduously.  

   But after a while the creator of envy, the enemy,
 came to Andrei, bishop of Tver, making him envious, for he was light of brain and even lighter of wisdom, and [Andrei] was amazed and opened his mind to the vanity of the world, so that he sharpened his tongue to speak unlawfully against the blessed one.  And he wove together lying and calumnous words, and sent them to Constantinople to the most holy and blessed Patriarch Athanasius.
   And Athanasius was amazed for he could not believe them..  Since there were many complaints he sent one of his priests with a letter saying thus:  ‘Most holy Metropolitan of Kiev and all-Russia, beloved brother in the Holy Spirit and co-servant of our humility, Peter!  Know thee that you have been chosen by the Holy Spirit as pastor and teacher of Christ’s spoken flock and I have now received from your people and your realm heavy words against thee which have filled my ears and have clouded my  judgment.  Do thy best to clear them and put them right.’

   And the priest took these writings and these words sent by the Patriarch and got to the land of Russia.  But the empty words of Andrei were no secret even before that to the holy priest Peter, who placed all his trust in God saying: ‘I suffer, I call to  the Lord and he hears me’
 and ‘If I have God on my side, who can go against me?’
  And when the clerics sent by the Patriarch arrived in Russia the council met in Pereiaslavl.  And the God-loving bishop of Rostov, Simeon, and the blessed Prokhor, who was then an abbot, came and Andrei the bishop of Tver was also called, the one who got started all the discord. Prince Mikhail
 was in the Horde
 but his sons came, Dimitrii and Alexandro, and a number of other princes and many nobles.  And also the best of the abbots and monks and a multitude of priests.  

   Then the priest sent by the Patriarch made public to all the writings and the words addressed to the blessed priest Peter.  And there was much horror at the lying and false calumny against the saint.  There was so much talk that very nearly something quite inappropriate happened were it not for the fact that the blessed and God’s man calmed down the shouting, imitating his teacher Christ, when he said to Peter ‘Sheathe your knife’. 
  For he was a meek pupil of a meek teacher, following him in all things, and he said to all ‘Beloved brothers and children in Christ!  I am not better than the prophet Jonah.
  If all this trouble is because of me, cast me out and your talking will cease.  Why all this trouble because of me?’  That is because everyone tried to find out who and from where had uttered such false words against our Father and priest,  teacher and good pastor trying.  And because evil will be found out everyone saw publicly the uncorrected lies written by Andrei against the saint and he was shamed and laid low in front of everybody.  But the holy Peter did not do evil to him but instructed him in front of everyone with consoling words, saying thus:  ‘Peace to thee in Christ, child!  You did not do this but the devil who has since the beginning envied mankind.  But from now on take care.  May the Lord forgive you for that which has passed.’  And he also instructed all the princes and the entire cleros and the people and let them go with peace.  He himself added labour to labour, wanting to multiply a hundredfold the talents he was given.  And he added humility to humility and never idle he travelled through cities and villages instructing the flock entrusted to him by God, feeling neither difficulty nor bodily pains.  And thus he came to old age, appearing like a real father to orphans, widows and the poor.

   This was the time when Seit the heretic appeared, troubling the church of Christ and wrongly thinking about orthodox faith, and the saint overcame him in a dispute.
  And when he [Seit] did not submit, then [Peter] cursed him and thus he died.  

  And God’s man, Peter, travelled to cities and towns, he came to the glorious city called Moscow, which was then very small and did not have many people living in it, not like we see it now.
  In that city the ruler was the God-honouring Grand Prince Ivan,
 son of Daniel, grandson of the blessed Aleksandr.
 And the blessed Peter saw him shining in orthodoxy and decorated in all good deeds, being merciful to beggars, honouring the holy God churches and their priests, loving the scriptures and listening to the holy teachings of the books and the Lord’s priest took a great love for him and he started to spend more time living in that city then anywhere else.

  And he gave good counsel to the Grand Prince, counselling him to build a church put together from stone, in the name of the All-Pure Lady, the Mother of God, the eternal Virgin Mary, for he prophesied thus:  ‘If you listen to me, O son and raise the church of the All Holy Mother God in your city, then you will be more famous than other princes and your sons and grandsons and your progeny [will also be famous] and this city will be famous in all the cities of Russia and people live in them and its “hands will fall on the shoulders of its enemies” and God will be famed here.  And my bones will be laid here.’   And the Prince received these words from the teacher with great joy and started to work on the church with great attention.  And when it was founded it started to rise more and more day by day and grow and the holy man himself came and hurried every day.

    And there was constant joy among them both in spirit.  For the Prince listened to everything and gave great honour to his father.  As the Lord said to his disciples, ‘He who receives you receives me’.
 And the priest also took great care of the Prince in spiritual and bodily matters, speaking like Paul.

And when the church was being built the saint found out that he was to die thanks to a divine revelation and with his holy hands he started to build himself a tomb near the holy altar. And when this was finished he saw a vision which told him that he was to leave this life and go to God whom he loved since early youth and he was glad.

And when the day [of his death] came he himself went to church to officiate at the liturgy.  Having prayed for the orthodox Emperors  and princes and for his son whom he grew to love – by which I mean the pious Prince Ivan – and for the whole pious Christian multitude of the whole Russian land, he also remembered the dead [in his prayers] and took the holy mysteries in communion.  And when he left the church he summoned all the clergy and gave them an extensive instruction as was his custom.  And from that moment on he did not cease in giving alms to all poor who came to see him and to monasteries, and to the priests of churches.  And since he had found out when he was to leave the world and knew the time he called a certain Protasius, who was appointed by the Prince as the elder of the citadel. It so happened  the Prince was not in the citadel.  And that Protassius was an honest man and faithful and decorated by many good deeds, and he [Peter] said to him ‘Child, I am now leaving this life.  I am leaving my beloved son, Prince Ivan the mercy, peace and blessings of God for him and his progeny till time eternal.  If my son will bury me, then God will reward him a hundredfold in this world and he will inherit eternal life.  May those who rule after him from his family never be needy and may his fame go far and wide’.  And also he gave him a bag [with money], asking that everything in it should be used for the completion of the church.  And when he had prayed peace for everyone in the world he started singing evensong.  And while there was still a prayer in his mouth his spirit left his body.  He lifted his hands to the heavens, but his body stayed on the earth while his soul flew up to Christ whom he desired.

  And the Prince came back to the city with all his nobles with great speed, being most unhappy at the end of his good father and good teacher, and having put the saint on a bed, they bore him to the church, as is the custom with dead people.  And something terrifying happened then, full of awesomness.  A certain man disbelieved in the holy man and he came among the people, and in his head he calumnied against him, saying: ‘Why does the Prince himself and so many people come and before and after just one man who is dead, giving him so much honour?’
  And thus he thought in his heart. But then he saw, as he afterwards said, that the saint sat up on his bed and blessed the people on both sides of him, both the Prince going before him and the people who went after him.  And the bed with the relics was brought to the tomb which he had prepared himself and he was placed in there in the month of December on the 21st day where he is now lying, performing various miracles to those who come with faith.

 
And after twenty days after his body was placed in the tomb a certain young man who had weakened hands from birth which could not move, so that he could not even raise them to his mouth, he came with warm faith to the tomb of the saint and prayed in tears and was immediately cured.  And then a hunchback was given the gift of a cure and a blind was given vision. 
 And this then happened publicly at the grave of the saint in a few days and the pious Prince Ivan writing it down brought it to the glorious city of Vladimir.
  And then a day of counsel and feast happened and it was read out on the ambo in the centre of the church.  And thus it happened that even those who formerly did not believe in the saint, as I have mentioned before, said in the midst of the people that they saw him sitting on his bed and praising peoples, when he was carried to the church.  And when the Prince heard this and the cleros and all the people , they praised God and his servant in one voice.  ‘He who praises me, I will praise, saith the Lord.’
 

And the Lord did not stop from that day to the present, creating signs and miracles by the grave of the saint.  And those who come with faith and without envy receive the gift of cure.  And there are even greater cures which are secret, and thus even after his death God’s servant thus humbly and secretly and confidentially cures illnesses.


After a while Theognostus, the holy Metropolitan of Kiev and all-Russia came, having been appointed by the most holy Patriarch Isaiah, and he found that so many cures had taken place by the tomb of holy Peter.  And he sent to Constantinople, to inform the Patriarch and the council about the miracles with the saint.  And the Patriarch convened a council and when the Metropolitan’s letter was read, all in one voice praised God, who makes his saints famous.  And the Patriarch with the whole council wrote to Theognostus thus:  ‘Most holy Metropolitan of all Russia, and honoured and beloved brother in the Holy Spirit of our humbleness, and servant!  May you have blessings and peace from God to your holiness.  I have received the letter of your holiness which told and notified about the priest Peter who was before you in the most holy of churches and how he had been famed after death by God, and how he was his near servant and how he pleased him and how great miracles happened from him and how he cures all sorts of illnesses.  And I was overjoyed and happy in my spirit about this and gave due glory to God.  And since your holiness asks to find out from us what to do about these holy relics, you know yourself what the holy church does in such cases.  Having received news and unchanged news of this your holiness should take the church rule and with holy hymns and praises honour God’s servant so as to start him on to the years to come for praise and glory of those who glorify God, for his blessings then will be with your holiness.  And this writing was brought to God’s priest Theognostus, and he did everything [that was in the letter] so that the Prince and everyone should see, and they create a luminous feast for the saint. And from then on to this day we celebrate the holy [feast] as is meet, and just like a source from which water is taken flows more, thus also the tomb of our new miracle worker Peter overflows with spiritual and bodily cure for those who come with faith.


And to this I want to add a certain small spiritually uplifting tale and then give peace to the word.  Some years ago, and do not know how, for God is the master of Fate, I, the humble one, was also raised to this high throne of the Russian metropolis by the holy Patriarch and wondrous  Philotheus
 and the holy council in his reign.  But when I came to the Russian land a number of things happened because of my sins.  When the third year came I went to Constantinople and I got there after much labour and tests, hoping to receive some consolation, but I discovered disorder among the Emperors and the Patriarchs.  For on the patriarch’s throne there sat the evilly raised Macarios the Mad who dared to leap on the high patriarchal throne by the wish of the Emperor without being elected by the council or without the sign of the Holy Ghost.  The holy and blessed Patriarch Philotheos had been the decoration of the throne of the great universal patriarchate, and for many years he looked after the spiritual flock well, and fought against the heresy of Akindinus and Varlaam,
 and destroyed their teachings through his instructions; with his spiritually uplifting words he defeated Grigoras the heretic
 and laid low his teachings and his writings and cursed them and he wrote many books for the confirmation of orthodoxy and he wrote many hymns and canons, but him who was holy and great and wondrous both in word and deed was not wanted by the then Emperor.  The Empeor removed him from the throne with lying and cheating words and locked him in a monastery.  And then by his own will he chose a certain mad Macarios, who had no wisdom, and ignoring church tradition and law appointed the abomination of the devil in the holy place. For Jacob was cast out and Esau, accursed before he was born, was raised.  Like Arcadius who listened to his wife and imprisoned St John Christostomos, thus Arsacius the accursed did with the throne of his successor.
 

But the wondrous Philotheos, God’s man and honey-creating tongue, was in great sorrow and unbearable pains, but he did not stop glorifying and thanking God and after some years he fell asleep with blessed sleep having passed his soul into the hands of the living God.  And he was ranked among the [holy] Patriarchs, whose lives he emulated. 

And the Emperor who angered him destroyed the empire for nothing.
  Macarios, whom he had appointed was removed by the judgment of God, cast out by the council and cast down as having evil fame and he was imprisoned; and I was among the hierarchs at that council.  And I signed the scroll about the excommunication.

At that time I spent thirteen months  in Constantinople.  I could not leave because the imperial city was then in terrible disorder and need.  For the sea was held by the Latins and the dry land was held by the godless Turks.   And thus I was in such a prison and difficult sicknesses attacked me so that I was almost dead.  But as soon as I came to even a little I called for the help of the holy priest Peter saying thus:  ‘Servant of God and he who pleases the Saviour!  I know that you are close to God and can help  those who are in trouble or in sickness, if you so wish.  And if it is your wish to allow me to reach my throne and to bow at thine grave, give me help and lighten my sickness.’  Believe me, from that moment those unbearable pains stopped and after a few days I left the imperial city and with God’s speed and that of his servant I came and worshipped at his miracle-working grave, when I was received with happiness and great honour by the pious great Prince of All Russia Dimitrii, son of Grand Prince Ivan, grandson of Alexander.


Such were the works of this great saint and miracle-worker.  These were his labours and pains, with which he since his youth and from his very youth pleased God and for which God spread his fame, giving him that which he deserved.  

This is the word of praise from us to thee, the best our rough-hewn strencth could manage. You, unusual among saints whom you followed  like an apostle, you who with your blood saved the spoken sheep of Christ the flock with which you were entrusted through endless charity and goodness.  For you protected faith in accordance with the great apostle.
 When your life’s course came to an end most clearly partaking of the non-evening light of the Trinity, thinking in the divine way you flew up well directed.  I pray to thee look after us and direct us from above.  For you know how difficult this life is.  For you also once suffered in it.  
The Russian land holds you as its intercessor,
 and the glorious city of Moscow holds your relics like some treasure, honestly looking after them. Every day our orthodox and enlightened Princes bow with warm faith and receive blessing with all the Orthodox, giving praise to the life-begetting Trinity through which we will all come to the presence of Christ our Lord, to whom glory, praise and power belongs, with the Father and the unbegotten, the all-holy blessed and life-creating spirit, for now and for ever, Amen.   




Biographical Notes

Aleksei: apointed Metropolitan in 1354, but his candidacy not recognised by GP Olger of Lithuania. When Aleksei tried to go to Lithuania in 1358 he was arrested by Olgerd and released only in 1360. Olgerd wanted a separate metropolis for all territories not under Moscow, including Tver, but Philotheus responded by calling upon him to make piece between Moscow, Lithuania and Tver.

Peter

Maksim

Kyprian: Born into a noble Bulgarian family (Tsamblak) fled from Bulgaria to Byzantium in the 1350’s, probably met Philotheus on Athos in the 1350’s. In ~1373 Philotheus sent Kyprian to Lithuania, to make piece between Moscow, Tver, Lithuania.

Philotheus: Born in late XIIth or early XIVth cenury in Thessaloniki in a poor family, died 1376. His mother was Jewish. As a servant in the family of a court orator Thomas he learnt to read and write. He became a monk, and is known to have been both at Sinai and at Athos. Famous for spiritual verse. First became Metropolitan in 1353. In 1354 he confirmed the Moscow candidate Aleksei as Metropolitan of All Russia and officially confirmed the transfer of the seat of the Metropolitan from Kiev to Vladimir. That meant that Lithuanian GP’s could no longer say that metropolis is on their territory. In 1355 Philotheus had to resign and return to Athos as abbot of the monastery of St. Athanasius. The new Patriarch Kallistos appointed Roman , a Lithuanian candidate, as Metropolitan of All Russia (1355-1362). Kallistos died of the plague in 1363, and after an eighteen-month interregnum Philotheus returned to Constantinople in 1364. He boycotted all dealings with the papacy (on 18 October 1369 John V Palaeologue converted in Rome to Western Catholicism, but without a single Byzantine priest) and canonized Gregory Palamas. By 1375 Philotheus restored the unity of Eastern churches (Byzantine, Bulgarian, Serbian, Wallachian). He died in 1376.

Varlaam of Calabria. A Greek monk, born in Souther Italy. He came to Constantinople ca. 1330 and in 1333 took part in negotiations with the Papacy which aimed at bringing about a union of the Eastern and Western branches of Christianity. In 1339 he went to Avignon to Pope Boniface XII. He was a bitter oponent of Gregory Palamas.
�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��[2Sam 22:28.5] Thou dost deliver a humble people, but thy eyes are upon the haughty to bring them down.


[Pss 18:27] For thou dost deliver a humble people; but the haughty eyes thou dost bring down.


[Pss 25:9.4] He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.


[Pss 89:20-24] I have found David, my servant; with my holy oil I have anointed him;


so that my hand shall ever abide with him, my arm also shall strengthen him.


The enemy shall not outwit him, the wicked shall not humble him.


I will crush his foes before him and strike down those who hate him.


My faithfulness and my steadfast love shall be with him, and in my name shall his horn be exalted.


[Pss 149:4.12] For the LORD takes pleasure in his people; he adorns the humble with victory. 


[Prov 3:34.10] Toward the scorners he is scornful, but to the humble he shows favor.


[Isa 57:15.34] For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.


[Jas 4:10.1] Humble yourselves before the Lord and he will exalt you.


[1Pet 3:8.19] Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love of the brethren, a tender heart and a humble mind.


[1Pet 5:5.31] Likewise you that are younger be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for "God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble."


[Sir 29:8.8] Nevertheless, be patient with a man in humble circumstances, and do not make him wait for your alms.








� Russian text and commentary © G. M. Prokhorov. From G. M. Prokhorov, Povest’ o Mitiae, Leningrad 1978; English translation and commentary © Jana Howlett


� Petr was appointed Metropolitan of Kiev and All Russia in 1308. He was the contemporary of Sergei of Radonezh, Stephen of Perm; Andrei Rublev.


In 1309 he moved his seat to Vladimir, and in 1311 supported the Grand Prince of Moscow against Tver. In 1312 Uzbek, a convert to Islam, became the new Khan of the Horde. He granted Metropolitan Petr the Iarlyk. Petr, whose metropolitanate coincided with the reign of Ivan Kalita (collector of Tatar tribute) consecrated the Assumption Cathedral in Moscow and заложи гроб себе in the Kremlin in 1325. T-S founded 1340.  How much of this in Житие?


� The term списать can mean write, copy, edit.


� The oldest version of the Житие was probably written by Prokhor, bishop of Suzdal. A later, longer version was produced by Kyprian, Metropolitan 1390-1406. Exists in 19 known mss, oldest being of the late XVth century because of water mark.


� Humility topos.


� Note that ‘higher rank’ given to Kyprian. Altogether the Zhitie tells us as much about Kyprian as about Peter.


� BEGINNING of introductory section.


� Humility topos.


�  Here he means Peter.


� Here Kyprian emphasizes that he is Peter’s successor as Metropolitan of All Russia.


� This is the only ‘subtitle’ in the work. It marks the begining of the Section 4: passages about Peter’s childhood and youth.


� By мир the hagiographer means the secular world.


� A saint should be born of good stock. Cf. Luke 1: 6 about the parents of John the Baptist: And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.


� Then a wealthy principality, according to Peter (see below, p. � PAGEREF Volynia \h ��5�).


� Since one of the signs of sanctity is the imperviousness of the saint’s body to ‘corruption’, i.e. decomposition after death, the ‘odour of sanctity’ is a very real thing to a medieval hagiographer. Here the lovely smell presages Peter’s sanctity.


� Zachariah, father of John the Baptist also saw a vision in which the angel of the Lord told him that his wife would bear a son (Luke 1:11-20)


� Multiples of seven are common in medieval literature. But here it may reflect real practice.


� Shows that reading and writing was part of the education of children of well-born parents.


� As head of the Russian Church, Kyprian was also a ‘doctor’ or teacher; maybe that is why he shows such sympathy with Peter’s teacher.


� The word тщета is normally the translated as vanity, but in the Biblical sense, as in Ecclesiastes 1:2: Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity (something that is done for a worldly purpose).


� An oblique comparison to one of the Fathers of the Christian Church, John Chrysostomos (golden-tongued).


� Пустыня means desert or deserted place. Kyprian here means that Peter went to one of the new ‘desert’ monasteries, founded in unihabited lands, such as Sergius’s Trinity monastery.


� The Russian word is послушник, he who obeys.


� Empasizes obedience as a key virtue.


� Note that no mention is made of learning or reading.


� In Russian Orthodox tradition only the old and infirm are allowed not to stand in the presence of God.


� John Climacus (~525-606 A.D.) was an early Father of the Church who wrote the Klimax Paradisi (the Ladder to Heaven) the work which was required reading for monks because it described the steps towards perfection that a monk must take. Commemorated as a saint on 30 March. He became a monk at the monastery of St Catherine on Sinai at the age of 16. He withdrew from there to live the life of an anchoret (hermit) but was elected abbot at the age of 75, when he wrote the Ladder. 


� Throughout the importance of obedience is stressed.


� Monks could become presbyters (priests), which gave them the right to officiate at liturgy and act as riests for other monks in the community.


� An icon of the MoG attributed to Petr is now in the chapel of the Apostles in the Assumption Cathedral. An icon of the Assumption supposedly by Peter is in the iconostasis of the same Cathedral.


� The Russian обожен is a play on words, for it means ‘burned’ but also suggests ‘worship’.


� Fine reference to the parallels between spiritual and earthly life.


� Reference to Orthodox teaching about icons, which are not worshipped for themselves, but for those whom they represent.


� We know that icons were bought and sold as valuable items. Here Kyprian stresses that Peter was above such commercial considerations.


� Section 5: Here the main part of Kyprian’s life is narrated.


� Meaning a lone traveller.


� Importance of charity.


� Maksim, Metropolitan of Kiev from 1299. Crowned Iurii Danilovich of Moscow GP in Vladimir 1295; Iurii m. sister of Khan


� Here Kyprian stresses that the Metropolitan represents all Russia, not just the Principality of Moscow.


� By contrast with Peter who is humble and obedient to authority.


� Бесловесие is another play on words meaning both speechlessness and ‘devil’s words’.


� Kyprian is conscious of the need to vary terms – here hierarch (a Greek word absorbed into the Russian vocabulary) means Metropolitan. 


� Icons as valuable gifts.


� The city of Constantinople, now Istanbul.


� In the Orthodox tradition Councils of the Church were convened jointly by the heads of the secular and religious authority (e.g. Emperor and Patriarch). In practice secular rulers often convened Councils on their own initiative, though usually with the agreement of the Church.


� In 1371 Kazimir of Poland forced Philotheus to create separate Galician Metropolis on his territory by threatening forced conversion to Catholicism.


� Shows that Kyprian, for all his protestations, considers that a secular hierarchy lends weight to a religious hierarchy.


� Like the storm which the Virgin whipped up in the sea when the Rus first attacked Constantinople.  In Russia the importance of the Virgin as an intercessor is emphasized by the many wonder-working icons of the the Mother of God and by the importance of the feast of Intercession.


� This is an unusually lyrical passage.


� Kyprian never omits to mention the importance of the metropolis of which he is now the head.


� I.e. die.


� Stressing the idea that the Church hierarchy was made in the image of Christ.


� This is one of several points in the hagiography where Kyprian shows that he is not entirely in control of the genre of hagiography. After all the visions one would expect Gerontii to drown or be otherwise prevented from attaining his desired aim, but Kyprian has to combine fact with fiction. All the miraculous visions only yield a result much later.


� I.e. the church of St. Sophia.


� Kyprian approves of him because he was on the side of the Palamites.


� See above, footnote � NOTEREF _Ref436913674 \h � \* MERGEFORMAT ��15�


� Note the metaphor – teaching=enlightenment. This is also seen as a ‘hesychast’ comment, since it suggests that a ‘physical light’ emanates from those who are chosen.


� This is another topos – the evidence of an eyewitness. Cf. Life of Aleksandr Nevskii


� Peter, who ‘gave’ by painting the  Virgin


� A lyrical metaphor common in medieval writing. Cf. Life of Aleksandr Nevskii.


� Here Kyprian is also drawing attention to his own burden.


� Another common metaphor seen in images on icons and in book illumination.


� There are a number of biblical quotations on the theme of humility, none exactly like this. Probably a paraphrase of Thou dost deliver a humble people, but thy eyes are upon the haughty to bring them down [2Sam 22:28.5].


� Since God is good, it falls to the devil to bring about evil on earth.


� I.e. the Devil.


� Andrei apparently accused Peter of simony, the taking of money [bribes] for Church appointments.


� [Pss 9:13.6] Have mercy upon me, O LORD; consider my trouble which I suffer of them that hate me, thou that liftest me up from the gates of death:


� Paraphrase of The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me? [Pss 118:6.5]


� Mikhail of Tver.


� Interestingly this is not deemed worthy of comment even though by the time this was written Mikhail had been canonised after a ‘martyr’s death’ in the Horde.


� Jesus said to Peter, ‘Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup which the Father has given me?’ [John 18:11.4]


� Who was cast out into the sea.


� According to tradition the ideas of the heretic are not narrated for fear of ‘contagion’.


� Another passage drawing attention to the importance of Kyprian’s metropolis.


� A puff for Ivan Kalita, Prince of Moscow from 1325, Grand Prince of all Russia 1328-41


� Aleksandr Nevskii, evidently canonised by this date.


� 'Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives any one whom I send receives me; and he who receives me receives him who sent me.' [John 13:20.22]


� The ideal of harmonia, accord between Church and State.


� The motif of the doubting man who is miraculously cured of disbelief.


� Beginning of Section 6: posthumous miracles


� Still the official seat of the Metropolis.


� Can not identify source.


� This suggests that the Peter’s miracles were not exactly plentiful.


� Beginning of Section 7: the canonization of Peter in Constantinople


� Beginning of Section 8: Kyprian’s troubles.


� In Russian Filofei. See Biographical Notes


� Varlaam of Calabria (see Biographical Notes) and Gregory Akindinus were opponents of the hesychasts.


� The same Gegory Akindinus mentioned above.


�  From the Life of St. John Chrysostom, banished from Constantinople 404 A.D. (see � HYPERLINK "http://ccel.wheaton.edu/fathers2/NPNF1-09/npnf1-09-03.htm" \l "P112_2013" �http://ccel.wheaton.edu/fathers2/NPNF1-09/npnf1-09-03.htm - P112_2013�)


� This refers either to John V’s conversion to Catholicism or the onslaught of the Ottomans. 


� Kyprian fails to mention the problems he had with Dimitrii, who wanted Constantinople to appoint his own candidate, Michael.


� Beginning of Section 9, encomium (praise).


� This probably means the Деяния апостолов, or Acts of the Apostles.


� Final Section, the prayer.


� Like the Mother of God, whose icon was painted by Peter.





