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This new series identifies and promotes ground-breaking research on the human 
concept of time and its representation in language. Representing time in language is 
one of the most debated issues in semantic theory and riddled with unresolved 
questions, puzzles, and paradoxes. The series will aim to advance the development of 
satisfactory theories to explain and account for such basic matters as  
 

• representing tenses 
• the interaction of the temporal information conveyed by tense, aspect, 

temporal adverbial and context 
• the representation of temporal relations between events and states 
• human conceptualization of time 
• the ontology of time 
• relations between events and states (eventualities), facts, propositions, 

sentences, and utterances.  
 

The series also seeks to advance time-related research in such key areas as language 
modelling in computational linguistics, AI, and the linguistic relativity/universalism 
debate, as well as in theoretical and applied contrastive studies.  
 The focus of the series will be linguistic: the central questions it addresses are 
likely to concern the concept of time as lexicalized and grammaticalized in the 
different languages of the world. But its scope and the style in which its books are 
written will reflect the fact that the representation of time interests those in many 
disciplines besides linguistics including philosophy, psychology, sociology, and 
anthropology. The series will open to proposals from all such fields as well as to 
submissions from linguists in syntax, semantics, and pragmatics of all theoretical 
persuasions. 
 
Kasia M. Jaszczolt is Reader in Linguistics and Philosophy of Language at the 
Department of Linguistics, University of Cambridge, and Fellow of Newnham 
College, Cambridge. She is the author of a theory of discourse interpretation called 
Default Semantics. Her books include Default Semantics (OUP 2005) and 
Representing Time: An Essay on Temporality as Modality (OUP 2009). From 1996 to 
2008 she was general editor of the Elsevier series Current Research in the Semantics 
/Pragmatics Interface.  
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Louis de Saussure is Professor of Linguistics and Discourse Analysis at the 
University of Neuchâtel (Switzerland). His publications include Pragmatique 
temporelle des énoncés négatifs (2000, University de Geneva) and Temps et 
pertinence (Duculot - De Boeck 2003).  
 
 
To propose a book for the series please contact Kasia Jaszczolt kmj21@cam.ac.uk or 
Louis de Saussure louis.desaussure@unine.ch 
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